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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study was to examine
the way Asian students in an American university perceive
and define the contemporary world situation with reference
to the theme of world peace.

Further., the study was designed

to investigate the causes of variability in defining the
world situation among the same group.
Since man defines situations through the medium of
consciousness, a theory of consciousness was proposed in an
effort to understand the nature of the relationship existing
between an individual and his world.

Accordingly, the causes

of variability in definitions of situations are attributed
to the determinants of consciousness.

Two aspects of

consciousness, i.e., the reflexive (or real) and the
intentional (or potential), were articulated in the view
of the stated problem and objective of this study, and a
limited number of hypotheses postulating relationships
between the determinants and consciousness were derived.
A sample composed of 180 male students representing
21 Asian countries in three geographical regions (i.e.,
the Far East Asia (5 countries), the South East Asia (7
countries), and the Middle East (9 countries), respectively)
were asked a variety of questions concerning this topic.
The sample was designed to represent equally the three geo-

viii

graphical regions and the two levels of academic status—
undergraduate and graduate students.

The data were

collected using questionnaires that were distributed
either by hand-delivery or mail’
.
The empirical findings of this study indicate that
one's consciousness, such as peace consciousness, is largely
determined by the nature of o n e ’s social background and
committments.

Indicators of these include the general

socio-cultural settings of the geographical region of
residence, social class position, academic major and status,
sources of financial support, and religiosity.

In’ more

concrete terms, those Asian students who came from the
Far East and the South East Asia and who were working toward
advanced degrees in agriculture and business tended to be
more peace conscious.

Despite the fact that they were from

relatively affluent strata, they were generally financially
supported by their own governments.

They were also only

nominal in terms of trying to follow the teachings of their
religions.

However, knowledge about the possible inter

action among these variables is limited due to the relatively
small sample size.
At least among the Asian students surveyed, crosscultural experiences seem to have little impact on world
views with respect to t-he subject of world peace.

The

empirical findings of this study didn't support the commonlyheld belief that foreign students, especially the potential

ix

future elites from the third-world countries, who study
in the Western countries, might change their worldviews
in favor of world peace as a result of their cross-cultural
experiences in their host countries.
The major theoretical implication of these findings
is that the explanatory power of the theory of consciousness
is dependent upon comprehensive knowledge about the nature
of the social background and commitments of individuals.

x

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.

The Point of Departure
Man's struggle for survival, in its classical sense,

has been one of prime concerns among social scientists irre
spective of their major schools of thought.

Although their

approaches to and interpretations of the subject are often
somewhat different and sometimes conflict with one

another,

no one can deny the fact that the theme of the survival
imperative has been one salient underlying theoretical
concern in the sociological enterprise (Cohen, 1968; Bosserman,
1968; Bertrand, 1972; Mead, 1972; Turner, 1974).
However, the nature of man's struggle for survival
has not been constant in the course of history.

While

primitive man’s struggle was mainly to assure survival amidst
hostile physical environments, the task of modern man has
been to avoid extinction which might be brought about by
man himself.

The collective survival of primitive man was

at the mercy of nature, while that of modern man appears to
be dependent upon the merits of collective prudence.

The

virtue of the collective prudence seems to be especially
vital for the survival of mankind in the era of highlysophisticated military technology.

1

2

Accordingly, the age-old Hobbesian question of "war
of all against all" has come to connote entirely different
meanings since the time when a handful of scientists succeeded
in kindling the atom on a desert in Arizona and experimented
later with the finished product at Hirosima and Nagasaki.
Since then almost all informed men including the so-called
fathers of nuclear physics such as Einstein and Sakarov have
been keenly concerned about the impending future of mankind.
As the possibility of the total annihilation of civilization
has become a real threat, the survival of mankind cannot be
taken for granted any longer.

The threat is too real to be

perceived as a remote probability or a phenomenon of negli- •
gible importance.
The sociological implications of the exigent situation
are immense and far-reaching.

The threat of extinction of

man's existence by man himself is becoming a total phenomenon
in the sense that all could perish in the event of a single
reckless act--thus the total phenomenon is bound to affect
the life styles and life chances of all.

Thus the subject

is always hovering over our heads and has occupied a signifi
cant portion of our worldviews.^

Grounded in the context of

such an endangered world situation, the major concern of the
■^According to George Gallup, peace is one of the most
concerned issues among American people.
"An examination of
the public's major concerns over the last 40 years shows the
issues of peace and prosperity have almost totally eclipsed
every other problem in the minds of Americans." Quoted from
The Sunday Advocate of Baton Rouge, March 7, 1976.

present study is to examine Asian students' worldview
particulary with reference to the subject of world peace.
2•

Statement of the Problem
Whether the situation described previously is over

estimated or underestimated at the macro level in terms of
its weight in the total existence of mankind, the feltmagnitude of the situation varies from person to person and
from group to group.

The variability of the subjective

perception of this objective reality raises sociological
problems and issues.

As Hughes pointed out in his work,

Consciousness and Society (1958), the various modern social
thinkers have strived one way or another to comprehend the
puzzling "disparity between external reality and the internal
appreciation of that reality" (Hughes, 1958: 16).

Thus all

9

kinds of tensions in human society might be attributed to
the phenomenon and the disparity between the objective
reality and subjective perception of it.

2

Needless to say, such a disparity is an inherent aspect
of human existence.

Yet it is a problematic phenomenon.

Social scientists are not in the habit of taking the puzzling
disparity for granted.

They constantly ask such questions

as to the cause of the disparity and, additionally, what are
the consequential effects of these discrepant reality defini
tions?
2The current controversies centered around the issues
of environment distortion and nuclear arms race are cases in
point.

The American sociologist, W. I. Thomas, took these
questions seriously and propounded what Merton called later
the "Thomas Theorem";

If men define situations as real, they

are real in their consequences.

In his own terms, Merton

elaborates the Thomas Theorem.
"The first part of the theorem provides an unceasing
reminder that men respond not only to the objective
features of a situation, but also, and at times prima
rily, to the meaning this situation has for them.
And once they have assigned some meaning to the situa
tion, their consequent behavior and some of the conse
quences of that behavior are determined by the ascribed
meaning" (Merton, 1968: 475, 476).
While Merton's elaboration of the Thomas Theorem is
mainly in terms of the relationship between ascribing meaning
to a situation and its effects on behavior --thus producing
different actions—

McHugh points out that the intervention

of unknown factors is the major cause of the discrepancy
between the subjective definition of objective reality and
objective reality itself.

In a similar vein to Merton, McHugh

describes the cause and consequence of the discrepancy.
"They imply, by their use of the phrase""definition of
the situation", that there is no one-to-one correspondence
between an objectively real world and people's perspective
of that world, that instead something intervenes when
events and persons come together, an intervention that
makes possible the variety of interpretations which Schutz
calls "multiple realities". According to this view,
the same events or objects can have different meanings
for different people, and the degree of difference will
produce comparable differences in behavior" (McHugh,
1968: 8).
In relation to the question of social order, McHugh
emphasizes the importance of comprehending the definition of
the situation.

"To the degree that the way men define things makes a
difference, and to the degree that some kind of defini
tion must take place if there is to be social action,
then a description of definition is a description of
one of the elements of social order" (McHugh, 1968? 20).
In view of the objective of the present study, the
quotations cited from both Merton and McHugh may be para
phrased as follows.

Even the world order is, by and large,

dependent,upon people's actions that are then determined by
their definitions of the world situations.

The three phases

form a triangular relation,
Situation

Action

4

-

Definition of
the situation

Thus, it may be said that the state of the future world
is largely dependent upon the kind of definition of the
situation which would be made of it by the people.

However,

as aforementioned, the variability of the definition of this
situation engenders disagreement and even conflict.

In the

present study, this phenomenon is taken as a theoretical
problem.
3.

Objective of This Study
The main objective of this study is to examine the

way Asian students perceive and define the contemporary world
situation with respect to the theme of world peace.

As

discussed in the previous sections, some degree of variability in defining "world situation" is presumed and the
causes of such variability will also be investigated.
Furthermore, efforts will be made to examine the second
part of the Thomas Theorem.

Namely, the question to be

asked is how definitions of the present world situation,
i.e., peace consciousness, would affect projected future
behavior under hypothetical situations.

3

Based on such a broad theoretical perspective and
concern, the more concrete objective of the present study
is to assess the presumably extant relationships between .
peace consciousness and a number of variables which are
considered to be indicative of one’s hithereto-lived
experiences.

Regarding this point, Ball has summarized in

a comprehensive manners
"The definition of the situation may be conceived
of as the sum of all recognized information, from
the point-of-view of the actor which is relevant
to his locating himself and others, so that he can
engage in self-determined lines of action and
interaction.
It includes objects of both the
physical and social environment; his own internal
states both mental and physical; historical data,
e.g., biographies, knowledge of similar prior
occurence, and the like; and predictions and
expectations about the character of events to
follow" (Ball, 1972: 63).
Ball seems to be quite inclusive by referring to
every conceivable aspect that is mobilized, one way or
3

Since the present study is a synchronic study, the
only way to predict future behavior is under hypothetical
circumstances.

another, by an actor when he comes to define a situation.
However, in reality, it is next to impossible to detect
the way an individual utilizes these referents for the
definition of a situation.

For this reason, researchers

become selective and even emphatic only to certain aspects
of such problems on the basis of theoretical guidances or
the availability of information (or data).
In view of the subject matter of this study --world
peace-- and the social context within which this study is
to be carried out --Asian students attending one of the
major universities in the United States-- the concrete
objectives of the present study are;
a) to explore the nature of peace consciousness and its
constituents,
b) to examine the causal relationships between background
(or socio-demographic) variables and peace consciousness,
c) to examine the relationship between internal referents
and peace consciousness,
d) to examine the relationship between cross-cultural
experiences and peace consciousness, and finally
e) to examine the relationship between peace consciousness
and projected future behavior under certain hypothetical
situations.
4.

Significance of This Study
In his presidential address, titled "The Utility of

Utopias”, which was delivered at the annual meeting (1966)
of the American Sociological Association, Wilbert Moore
challenged his fellow American sociologists with the
following question.
"I pose now a fundamental question.
Can we help
mankind survive for the next twenty years, or to
be safe, until the end of this century? If we
can, and it does, the implication seems clear; that
we shall have got over the hump of solving inter
national disputes without resort to ultimate weapons,
that the burden of population growth will have been
alleviated in poor lands as in rich ones, and that
technological change, which is never an autonomous
variable, will stop threatening its creator” (Moore,
1966: 770).
This theme may not represent the prevailing sentiments
of contemporary American sociologists.

However, it would be

proper to say that we, as students of human society, can't
ignore such a challenge.

Perhaps the overall significance

of the present study could be said to be its response (or
attention) to the challenge of such a crisis in our time.

In

the remainder of this section, a number of justification for
this study, from the viewpoint of practicality as well as
theory, will be detailed.
To begin with, nothing seems to be more urgent for
the survival of mankind than to prevent any kind of man-made
disaster which could be triggered by international disputes
or conflicts.

Man's future seems to be even more tenuous as

more nations emulate each other by joining the nuclear arms
race.

Undoubtedly, the senseless

competition

of nuclear

arms is the worst of what Lorenz (1973) calls "civilized

man's eight deadly sins".

Accordingly, the most challenging

question we are facing today is how man can live up to his
"existence rationality"
survival of mankind.

4

by designating the strategies for'

Any genuine effort to guarantee

decent existence should be considered to
"existence rationality".

augment

this

Whether such an effort is mani

fested in the form of summit conferences or of behavioral
approaches such as cultural exchange,

5

the peace-making

efforts are aimed at preventing even a single man-made
disaster as a result of naked hostility or erroneous mis
understanding among nations.

The seemingly insignificant

behavioral approach to the global issue, like the present
study, is grounded in the simple truth that war begins in
the minds of men.
Secondly, the significance of the present study is
magnified when considering the geopolitical importance of
the Asian continent within the current matrix of international
politics.

The importance of Asia for the realization of world
4

Existence rationality is a kind of survival ethic
that was propounded by Denis Goulet.
It is a variety of
strategies "employed by all societies to process information
and make practical choices designed to assure survival and
satisfy their needs for esteem and freedom" (Goulet, 1973).
5

In a recent interview with a TIME reporter, the
presidential candidate, Jimmy Carter, expressed a similar
opinion.
"I approve of the concept of detente.
I don't
think we'll have a permanent settlement in the Middle East
without the full cooperation of the Soviet Union. Our
interests are best served by strengthening cultural exchanges,
promoting trade agreements, tourism, student exchange with
the Soviet Union".
Quoted from TIME, May 10, 1976. p. 24.

peace can't be too greatly emphasized.

For this reason, the

choice of Asian students studying in the United States is
relevant and timely for the understanding of the problem not
only in Asia but also in the -world.

Without exaggeration,

it can be said that peace in Asia is salient prerequisite for
world peace.
Thirdly, it has been commonly believed that the
various forms of international student exchange programs have
served as a means for the promotion of mutual understanding
and cooperation.

Whether this commonly-held belief is true

or not in reality, the demand for studies like the present
one seems mandidated by the volume of the overall international
flow of students which is steadily increasing.

Of special

benefit for the betterment of wTorld peace would be similar
studies in the area of exchange programs --especially those
that take place between ideologically incompatible countries.
Thus far, the importance of the present study were
discussed mainly from practical viewpoints.
implications are important.

Certainly these

On the theoretical side, however,

a new sociological orientation seems to be emerging in the
rapidly-changing world society.

The tendency to view the

whole world as becoming more functionally interdependent,
thereby forming one-world community appears to be one important
indicator of this orientation.

In addition, the discovery

of the fragile earth "space-ship" has changed men's world
views considerably.

These changes have encouraged the

tendency for an increasing number of sociologists to turn to
a macro-sociological view of the world.

Such an awareness

of a new reality at the world level seems to be the major moving force behind such a shift.
Anticipating the emerging international sociology.
Fox, for instance, describes the increasingly international
character of the subject matter of sociology as follows.
" ... out of which is emerging an international
sociology displaying these characteristics:
a
committment to mankind which transcends parochialism
and nationalism, the development of "big-range
research and analysis with emphasis upon the politi
cal aspect of developing international institutions,
the use of comparative sociology based on "relevant
areas" and significant variables, and the development
of "outrageous hypotheses" to deal with mankind's
effort to survive" (Fox, 1964: 476).
Within the framework of international sociology,
Fox insists that the committment of social scientists is:
"to the cause of man's survival".

He goes on to say that

"it is required that there be a committment to this
struggle for survival.

The alternative to a reconsidera

tion of social progress as well as process is annihilation.
... the social scientists cannot be neutral" (Fox, 1964:
478).

Thus from a theoretical viewpoint, the present effort

is also significant in that it takes part in a growing
"international sociology" whose major concern seems to be
with the collective survival of mankind.
Another significance of the present study from the
theoretical viewpoint is the serious theoretical treatment
of the concept "consciousness" with reference to the

transformation of world reality.

Philosophers have long

struggled for the real comprehension of consciousness which
is almost essential in defining the nature of reality and
the change in reality.

Recently, philosophically-minded

social scientists have begun to pay attention to this grave
theoretical issue (Berger and Luckman, 1966; Dreitzel, 1970;
Natanson, 1973).
By virtue of the theoretical concentration on the
subject of consciousness, the present study implicitly bears
the mark of the phenomenological perspective at least in its
orientation, if not substantially.

Regarding the relation

ship between sociology and phenomenology, Tiryakian remarked
that:
"Two central themes in phenomenology are those of
'consciousness' and of 'world'....... It is
important here to dwell on the themes of conscious
ness and world, for the special relationship between
phenomenology and sociology is grounded in the
sociality of both consciousness and the world, and
dialectically, in the phenomenological status of
the world as social reality" (Tiryakian, 1973:
190, 191).
It is hoped that the phenomenological perspective could shed
some additional light on the present status of development
in this area thus enabling a link of the two different
theoretical perspectives, i.e., sociology and phenomenology.

5.

Definition of Peace
Since the subject matter of the present study is

world peace, an attempt will be made to define the concept

13

"peace” prior to any further empirical or theoretical dis-;^
cussion.

Also the positior of the present study with regard

to the definition of peace should be clarified beforehand.
The concept of peace is as diverse as the conditions
of man's existence in time and space.

For this reason,

there is no single objective concept of peace.

It is more

or less a matter of choice among several alternatives.
First of all, the concept of peace is inconceivable
without taking into consideration the antithetical concept
of "war".

Among social scientists, opinion is divided

regarding

the pair of opposite concepts.

One viewpoint

concerning the nature of the contraposition of peace and'war is
to see the two on a single continium.

On the other hand,

war and peace are sometimes regarded as categorically-

■

different entities forming an orthogonal relationship to
each other.
Secondly, the concept "peace" implies different
things according to the state of peace itself.

Social

scientists who have been involved in peace research have
dichotomized the state of peace into two --"negative peace"
and "positive peace".

Here negative peace refers to

the absence of open physical violence, whereas positive
peace essentially refers to integration.

However, it is

not so simple to draw such a line separating the two types
of peace.
two a s :

Schmidt describes the association between the

"However, the ideas of negative and positive peace
are not independent of each other.
Positive peace
presupposes negative peace because violence breeds
violence and wars are caused by wars. Negative
peace is thus a necessary but not a sufficient
condition for the peace researcher.......logically,
negative peace comes before positive peace, and
because the concept of positive peace is too vague
to direct research" (Schmidt, 1970s 24).
The dichotomous nature of the concept peace will become
clearer in the following discussion of four different
schools in peace research.
In his historical review of the pluralistic defini
tions of the concept "peace" and the nature of peace
research, Hveem (1973; 158-167) elaborates the general
characteristics of four schools.

The four schools are "the

classical school", "the early protest school", "the con
structivist school", and "the neo-Marxist school".
In the classical school, peace is defined merely as
the absence of open physical violence.

Such a state of

affairs is maintained by a number of political mechanisms.
Hveem claims that the classical school does not represent
most scientific research.
Like the classical school, the early protest school
advocates the absence of physical violence.

However, they

emphasize the aspect of harmonious integration among nations.
Most natural and social scientists using this approach have
supported the idea of world society which is characterized by
an emphasis upon harmony and peaceful conflict resolution.
To the constructivist school, the absence of physical

violence is regarded as a necessary condition for peace.
However, they go one step further by maintaining that the
absence of physical violence should be accompanied by the
absence of structural violence.

Therefore, peace is defined

mainly in terms of social justice.

According to this school,

non-violence is preferred, but sometimes it is justifiable
to apply violence by supporting the underprivileged if the
conflict is asymmetrical.

For instance, the largest Christian

organization, the World Church Council (WCC), has stirred
controversies in the past among its members by supporting a
number of African guerilla movements.

The council justified

their position in this regard in the name of social justice.
They reasoned that peace in Africa is possible only when
the structural violence against the natives is abolished.
Finally, contrary to the commonly-helf concepts of
peace, the neo-Marxist school views the physical violence as
an inevitable means for the abolishment of structural violence
which takes place in the form of socio-economic exploitation.
Unlike the constructivist school, which views the use of
physical violence only as a secondary means for the achieve
ment of justice and peace, the neo-Marxists insist that a
violent proletarian revolution is virtually a precondition

for the achievement of world peace.

According to this group,

peace is the state of perfect equality which is one of salient
characteristics of classless utopian society.
Based on the brief survey which exhibits the multidimensional nature of the concept, of peace, this study will
adopt the early protest school's definition of peace as referring
to the harmonious integration among nations.

’t

Such a decision on the part of the present author
is almost inevitable in defining the perimeters of the present
study and in operationalizing the key concept of peace as
well as other important concepts.

Without such a narrowly-

defined key concept, the present study might lead nowhere.
Nevertheless, it remains an empirical issue as to whether
Asian students’ own definition of the peace will be congruent
with that of the present study.

6.

Organization of the Presentation
The purpose of the present section is to provide a

brief

overview

and justification for the following chapters.

Chapter Two is devoted to a review of literature in
the area of world peace.
divided into two parts.

The literature review will be
In the first part, the focus is

given to the theoretical discourses with respect to the
world peace that were attempted by the early and contemporary
sociologists.

In the second part, a number of empirical

studies in the area of international relations will be

reviewed.

The object of reviewing both the abstract theoreti

cal discourses and empirical studies is to furnish theoretical
substance for the present study.
In Chapter Three, the research design for the study
will be discussed.

The methodological discussion includes

sampling design, selection of variables, construction of
indices, and so forth.
The general
reported in Chapter

characteristics of the sample will be
Four.

It involves describing respondents'

origins of country, academic status and majors, demographic
informations, religious background, and so forth.

In addition,

respondents' mapping of world problems, especially that of
world peace will be reported.
The result of data analysis and that of hypotheses
testing will be discussed in Chapter Five.
In the final chapter-, Chapt<conclusion of this study will be made.

a summary and

CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

In spite of the fact that a permanent world peace is
fundamentally almost everyone’s desire and concern, the
subject of world peace may be considered as one of the
least explored areas in social science in general, and in
sociology in particular.

Partially this may be attributed

to the fact that the hithereto major trends in social science
have been marked by value-free empiricism and a paramount
concern with social problems at the micro-level.

Amidst

this atmosphere, a somewhat idealistic and global subject
such as world peace has been shunned, if not ignored, by
many social scientists.
The area of peace study, however, has occupied the
interests of some scholars in the social sciences.

These

scientists have devoted themselves to the study of world
peace.^ ■ Their approaches to the subject have shown both
personal and scholarly commitment.

Thus, a peace study is

necessarily a study with a mission to construct a better
world.

"Any contribution to a science of peace is a

1• The Journal of Conflict Resolution (by The
University of Michigan) and The Journal of Peace Research
(by The University of Oslo) are some of scientific journals
that are devoted to the study of world peace and conflict.
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contribution to a science of human happiness" (Lentz, 1955s
4, 5).

This is particulary so among those ‘who have become

somewhat idealistic toward this subject.

Accordingly,

these approaches are inclined to be abstract and a bit
utopian.
On the other hand, some empirically-oriented be
havioral scientists have tried to apply rigorous scientific
method to this subject matter.

Their positivistic efforts

are grounded in the conviction that it is possible to solve
world problem such as war.

A number of the positivistic

"labels" reflect the nature of conviction and committment
of peace researchers.

Samples of this ares

"science of

peace" (Eckhart, 1958: 225), "peace technology" (Pontzen,
1968: 50-56; Lentz, 1968: 62-73; Haas, 1972: 2), and "peace
engineering".
Our review of literature will be divided into two
areas.

The first will deal with abstract theoretical dis

courses proposed by sociologists and other social scientists
who are concerned with the subject of world peace.

The

second will highlight empirical studies dealing mainly with
the impact of cross-cultural contacts within the various
international contexts on peace-mindedness.
1.

Review of Theoretical Works
Since "conflict" and "consensus" have been considered

as properties of any human social system, it comes as no
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surprise to see that these antithetical themes have served
as the two dominant paradigms in Western sociology (Coser,
1956, Dahrendorf, 1958a, 1958b; Van Den Berghe, 1963; Cohen,
1968; Gouldner, 1970; Friedrichs, 1970; Hodges, 1974).

In

a sense, "war and peace" is simply another way of describing
the dualistic nature of human society.

Thus it is almost

inconceivable to discuss one of the phenomena in isolation
from the other.

However, due to limitations in time and

space, only the theme of peace will be dealt with in this
literature review.
i.

Emil Durkheim;

The Formation of One World Foreseen

Toward the end of The Division of Labor in Society
(1933), Durkheim foresaw the coming of a peaceful world, at
least a peaceful Europe. Perhaps without the slightest idea of
the coming

nuclear age, Durkheim made rather an optimistic

inference with regard to the future of man based on his
theory of increasing organic solidarity in industrial societies.
To him, such an inference was very much logical provided that
human society is continuously specializing thereby enhancing
organic solidarity.
Already in his time, Durkheim was somewhat concrete
about the possible formation of a single European society.
9
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Durkheim probably meant the kind of single European
society we are witnessing today, that is, the European Economic
Common-market (or EEC).
Beyond the economic sphere, the EEC
seems to have rather broad influence politically as well as
culturally in European community.
However, his writings
suggest that his ideal society was much more integrated
than the EEC.

In his own terms, Durkheim stated;
"But what is possible is that societies of the same
type may come together, and it is, indeed, in this
direction that evolution appears to mover We have
already seen that among European peoples there is
a tendency to form, by spontaneous movement, a
European society which has, at present, some idea
of itself and the beginning of organization.
If
the formation of a single human society is for
ever impossible, a fact which has been proved, at
least the formation of continually larger societies
brings us vaguely near the goal" (Durkheim, 1933;
405, 406).
Although Durkheim seemed to recognize many moral
and intellectual diversities as obstacles to the formation
of a single world society, he was almost half-convinced of
the possibility when he made the following statement with
reference to the possibility of world peace.
"Men have long dreamt of finally realizing in fact
the ideal of human fraternity.
People pray for a
state where war will no longer be the law of
international relations, where relations between
societies will be pacifically regulated, as those
between individuals are already are, where all men
will collaborate in the same work and live the same
life. Although these aspirations are in part
neutralized by those which have as their object
the particular society of which we are a part,
they have not left off being active and are even
gaining in force. But they can be satisfied only
if all men form one society, subject to the same
laws" (Durkheim, 1933; 405).
Then,how is it possible to retain a world without
resorting to war?

Is the structural formation of an one-

world society sufficient for the realization of world peace?
In fact, Durkheim's one-world proposition is based on not
only the increasing organic solidarity but also what he
called "altruism".

Here Durkheim posed as more than a

value-free sociologist.

He did not deny the role of morality

for the maintenance of solidarity.
"Thus, altruism is not destined to become, as
Spencer desires, a sort of agreeable ornament to
social life, but it will forever be its funda
mental basis.
How can we ever really dispense
with it? Men cannot live together without ac
knowledging, and, consequently, making mutual
sacrifices, without tying themselves to one
another with strong, durable bonds. Every
society is a moral society" (Durkheim, 1933: 228).
Such a notion is shared by a number of sociologists whose
works will be discussed later.
ii•

August Comte:

The Dysfunction of War in Industrial Society

According to Raymond Aron, "Comte's conception of
industrial society is linked to the belief that wars have
become an anachronism.

... industrial society must be a

peaceful society" (Aron, 1968: 90).

Further, Aron interprets

the theoretical base of Comte's so-called peaceful industrial
society as follows.
"Comte predicted peace because it was his opinion
that war no longer had a function in an industrial
society. War had been necessary in the past to
force men, who were naturally lazy and anarchial,
to some regular employment. ... Thus, war had
served a twofold historical purpose:
the appren
ticeship to work and the creation of large states.
But in the nineteenth century, war no longer had
a function. Society was characterized by the
absence of a military class and the primacy of
labor and the values of labor" (Aron, 1968: 90,91).
Apparently, Comte's vision of peaceful industrial society,
which appears to be somewhat naive and idealistic, was grounded
in his positivistic functionalism.
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iii.

Hebert Spencer:

Peaceful Industrial Society

In a similar vein to Comte and Durkheim, Spencer
expressed views regarding the future of industrial society.
As a Social Darwinist, Spencer expected the coming of
peaceful industrial society after the stage of the militant
society.

He calssified human societies into three major

typesi militant, industrial, and ethical society in an
evolutionary sequence.

Since he did not elaborate the

characteristics of the ethical society in concrete terms,
only the two types of society, i.e., militant and industrial
society, are briefly compared here.

According to Spencer,

industrial society is a peaceful, cooperative, and benevolent
society, whereas a militant society is depicted with the
opposite characteristics (Smelser, 1968: 246).

Like Durkheim,

the view of Spencer had its roots in his organic view of human
society.
iv.

Pitirim Sorokin:

The Answer is Conscious Committment

In American sociology, Sorokin was a rather unique
figure in terms of his biography and theoretical positions,
especially, in the latter stages of his life because he
showed a sincere concern about the survival of mankind and
its civilization,

He was almost religious when he insisted

that "love energy" as the paramount need for the survival of
mankind in the future.

He maintained that the prevalence of

"universal altruism" in the place of "the tribal egoism" is
the only solution to the threat of inhumanism (such as war).

As a first step for the elimination of intergroup warfare,
Sorokin suggested the "extension of everybody’s altrusit.ic
conduct far beyond the membership of his own groups,
eventually over the whole of mankind, or over everybody and
all" (Sorokin, 1954: 461).
This is not an empty idealism which is far beyond
the possibility of realization.

Personally, Sorokin was

convinced that "an approximate realization of the ideal of
pacified humanity is neither impossible nor a mere utopian
dream".

He went on to claim that "However difficult is its

attainment, it must be achieved for the simple reason of
survival of creative mankind itself.

This attainment is not

a matter of fanciful choice, but that of stern necessity"
(Sorokin, 1954: 488).
Then, how is it possible to fulfill the ideal of
universal altruism?

As a sociologist, Sorokin tried to

resolve the task of realizing the ideal by a transformation
of the human personality.

The imperative of universal altruis

that is, the love of mankind, can be realized through the
altruistic transformation of human beings.

For the culti

vation of altruistic personality, Sorokin suggested "the
techniques of rearrangement of one's social affiliation"
(Sorokin, 1954: 482).
commitments.

Such techniques demand decisive

His concrete suggestions for the extension of

love to all mankind includes:
"a) cutting off one's affiliation with all activities
that contradict the imperatives of the universal altruism

b) affiliation with all activities that realize the
imperatives of the universal love, c) replacement
of loyalty to all tribal altruism-egoism by that of
the whole humanity, d) unreserved abstantion from
participation,e) courageous opposition to all anti
love activities and tribal egoism, and so forth".
Unlike the early European sociologists who anticipated the
realization of peace as an autonomous outcome in industrial
society, Sorokin believed that peace is possible only through
conscious efforts on the part of societal members.

In this

regard, what really matters is concrete individual action.
v.

Louis Wirth;

World Community

Louis Wirth and Amitai Etzioni are somewhat different
from Sorokin in that their emphasis is on the structural
bases for world peace.

Any realistic discussion of world

peace has rarely been made without mentioning the idea of
world government and world society.

No matter that the idea

of world peace appears unrealistic, it can only be fulfilled
if there exists a firm structural basis to support the ideal.
As early as 1930's, the University of Chicago sociolo
gist Wirth, foresaw the emergence of a world community.
Although he did not make any specific reference to the
subject of world peace, he strongly alluded the possibility
of world peace in his framework of world community.
"In struggling for the emergence of a world community
and a world government, therefore it is well to keep
in mind that we already have much to build upon.
In
many respects the world is already drifting toward
a community.
... We should not expect, therefore,
on a world scale any more than on a local scale, to
find complete and unvarying adherence to existing
social norms. Rather we should be prepared to use

these occasions as opportunities for creating a
world opinion, a world conscience, world-wide
concerted and collective actions, and a sense of
belonging to a world entity" (Quoted from Kriesberg,
1968s 2).
vi.

Amitai Etzioni;

One-World Proposition

In his work, The Active Society (1968), Etzioni
maintains that "the central transformation this age requires
is from a tribalistic international system to one of a
community" (Etzioni, 1968: 550).

He goes on to say that

»

"no society will be fully active unless it shares in such a
transformation".

Like Sorokin, he sees the reduction of

tribalism as a major macro-sociological subject.

His "one-

world proposition", a general trend or at least a rising
option in his opinion, is based on his optimistic expectation
of rising integrating effect through changing attitudes of
people.

He claims that "international interdependence is

growing and leading to a world community" (Etzioni, 1968:
552).

Based on such a conviction, he suggests a number of

what he calls world community-building strategies.

These

are, for examples, international flows, supranational acti
vities, and the like.
Since his strategy of international flow is relevant
to the subject matter of the present study, elaboration of
it seems warranted.

Basically, the international flows

involve inter-nation exchanges of objects, symbols, and
persons.

This is conceived significant because "increases

in such exchanges will have supranational unifying effects".
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In more specific terms, Etzioni explains that*
"a) that increased flows will change citizen’s
attitudes about each other's nation in the direc
tion of more positive orientations; b) that these
changed attitudes and orientations are related to
political attitudes and political behavior,
especially political loyalties and voting; and^
c) that changes in political loyalties and voting
will lead to an increase in the level of suprana
tional integration, especially in regard to the
formation of political communities" (Etzioni,
1968: 558, 559).
While Sorokin emphasized the importance of conscious personal
commitment for the sake of world peace, Etzioni seems to
stress the cross-national or cross-cultural exchange of
ideas, activities, and even commodities.
vii.

Erich Fromm:

Rational Faith

Erich Fromm's position concerning the subject of peace
is somewhat different from those whose works have been dis
cussed thus far.

However, he is not so radically different

from others in that he also suggests that the creation of a
new social environment is a prerequisite for the achievement
of peace in human society.
In a recent psychoanalytic work, The Anatomy of Human
Destructiveness (1973),

Fromm delinat.es the destructive

agression of man as follows.
" ... man differs from the animal by the fact that
he is a killer; he is the only primate that kills
and tortures members of his own species without
any reason, either biological or economic, and who
feels satisfaction in doing so. It is this
biologically nonadaptive and nonphylogenetically
programmed, "malignant" aggression that constitutes
the real problem and danger to man's existence as
a species ..." (Fromm, 1973: 26).

(

Further Fromm pointed out that man's "malignantdestructive aggression" as opposed to "ben.ign-def ensive
aggression" is rooted in human existence rather than physi
ological instinct.

At the same time, m a n ’s malignant-

destructive aggression is the manifestation of man's "second
nature" which is the product of his social existence.
Especially undesirable socio-political conditions that impede
the full development of man's genuine needs and capacities
are germane for the breeding of the malignant-destructive
aggression.

In short, man's malignant-destructive aggression

is a product of his social life.
Therefore the only logical way to discourage such
destructive traits from humanity is to alter the unfavorable
social conditions.

This demands from each man both courage

and what Fromm calls "rational faith".

It seems to be almost

impossible to cultivate these in a time when "the attitudes
of the majority are neither that of faith nor that of despair,
but unfortunately, that of complete indifference to the
future of man" (Fromm, 1973: 484).
Nevertheless, Fromm still holds hope for the future
even amidst savages who can "destroy millions of living beings
by pushing a button".

The source of his hope is found among

those who "have rational faith in man's capacity to aviod
the ultimate catastrophe".

He goes on to say that "it seeks

to liberate man from the chains of illusions:

it postulates

that fundamental changes are necessary, not only in our

economic and political structure, but also in our values, in
our concept of m a n ’s aims, and in our personal conduct"
(Fromm, 1973s 485).
To have faith (rational) is to be impatient and act
ively looking for every possibility of action within the
realm of real possibilities.

In sum, this is "the love of

life".
viii.

Raymond Arons

A Realistic View

Finally, the contemporary French sociologist, Raymond
Aron, is unique in his realistic position with respect to the
subject of world peace when compared to other sociologist.
According to Aron, there are basically three different schools
on the issue of nuclear arms.

The first group are the optimists

who regard the powerful nuclear weapon itself as the means
to end war.
war.

The optimists believe that war is going to end

The irony is that, if peace is realized, it would be

an atomic peace.
The second school are the pessimists who are essentially
apocalyptical about the future of man.

They think that man has

gone too far to prevent the total annihilation of mankind.
Their pessimistic reasoning is based on an historical obser
vation.

Man, who failed to outlaw the manufacturing of atomic

weapons in the first place, is unlikely to restrain himself
from using these weapons.

The tragedies of Hirosima and

Nagasaki support such a pessimistic reasoning.
Lastly the third school --the realists-- hold

that the future of mankind is open.

Aron, who is a realist

himself,describes the view of the realist school as follows.
"Between atomic peace and the annihilation of the
species they perceived a middle way, no single
weapon suffice to change human nature; political
trends depend on men and societies as much as
weapons:
if an atomic war is an absurd possibility
for all the belligents, it will not take place,
though this does not mean that history will be
exempt from the law of violence" (Aron, 1968: 2).
Aron, a middle-of-the-road sociologist, does not
rule out the possibility of man's positive intervention in
his own destiny.

At one point, Aron declares that "Technology

does not control technology:

only man can control his machines

of production or destruction" (Aron, 1968: 116).

Although he

pretends to leave the outcome of man’s future open, he expresses
the reasons for being a pessimist under the present circumstance
and, at the same time, he is hopeful about the future of man.
"The men and nations sharing the benefits of modern
industrial civilization are divided chiefly by
ideological prejudices and human passions.
The
power of false ideas condemns all hope of world
unity in the immediate future, but not the hope
of gradual, ultimate reconciliation of the human
race" (Aron, 1968: 143).
Summary of Theoretical Review:

Domain Assumptions Inferred

As indicated earlier, this part of the literature review
was purported to examine the theoretical foundations or
rationale for advocating world peace from among the works of
some prominent social scientists.

The review of this part

will be summarized in the form of domain assumptions.

Domain

assumptions are hidden assumptions underlying beneath the

surface of theory.
largely inferred.

For this reason, domain assumption are
According to Gouldner, the realization

of the hidden "world hypothesis" and "domain assumption" in
any articulated theory can be considered as one of major
contributions made by the sociology of knowledge.

Because

the nature of social reality is defined mainly within the
framework of theorists’ domain assumptions about man and
society.

Domain assumption consist of "existential assump

tions" and "normative assumptions" about man and society.
In any theory, these comprise a sub-theoretical set of
beliefs.

For this reason, according to Gouldner, "there is

no reality without value" (Gouldner, 1970: 33).

Thus one's

domain assumptions reflect one's overall worldview and, in
particular, his view of world transformation.

In his own

terms, Gouldner states that?
" ... domain assumptions entail beliefs about what
is real in the world and thus have implications about,
what it is possible to do, to change in the world:
the values they entail indicate what course of actions
are desirable and thus shape conduct.
In this sense,
every theory and every theorist ideolizes reality"
(Gouldner, 1970: 48).
At least four domain assumptions can be derived
from those works reveiwed here.
Evolutionary Worldview
The first domain assumption that could be noted is
an evolutionary view of world history.

Both early and

modern social theorists such as Comte, Spencer, Durkheim
and Etzioni have viewed that peace would be a salient feature
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of a highly-evolved industrial society.

The highly complex

and mutually interdependent (or organic) industrial society
is less prone to resort to violence for the resolution of
conflict.

Thus, in the course of an ongoing evolution

leading to the formation of a world-community, war is simply
dysfunctional and counterproductive.
Anthropocentric Worldview
As opposed to "the cosmocentric worldview" (Doren,
1967), "the anthropocentric worldview" is that man is the
maker of his own world.
transformation.

Namely, man is the cause of world

The transformation of the world is seen as

the result of the application of human reasoning and will.
Applying the same tenet to the subject of world peace, most
social theorists reviewed here seemed convinced that the
realization of world peace is neither an impossible task nor
an unrealistic dream.

Thus, personal committment, structural

rearrangement, crosscultural exchange, and the like are
proposed as the means to promote world peace.
Macroscopic Worldview
Next, the theoretical concerns of those reviewed here
were very much macroscopic.

Without exception, all of them

were keen about the historic destiny of mankind.

As a

result, they came to have what Moore called "global view of
mankind" (Moore, 1966),

The concern for world peace has

become almost the trademark of ’’global sociology".
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Optimistic Worldview
Those who were concerned about the subject of world
peace were a bit optimistic in their view of the future of
mankind.

But this optimism was not based on a mere utopian

idealism.

They were aware of' both the problem and its

solution of world peace.
2.

Review of Empirical Works
The previous review of abstract theoretical works

has

set forth the general direction and outline for this

study.

In the present section, more concrete empirical works

will be reviewed.

The focus will be given to the possible

linkages between the abstract theoretical propositions and
empirical approaches to them.
In view of the problem and objectives of the present
study, the review of empirical works will be limited to
those studies that deal with such subjects as international
cooperation, the impact of cross-cultural experiences, world
view, and so forth.

These subjects will be carefully

examined against the theme of world peace.

It is hoped that

some tangible guidelines and suggestions will emerge from
the review.
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Fox called the same brand of sociology as "inter
national sociology" (Fox, 1964: 476).

i•

Third World Elites and Foreign Education
One of the assumptions with which this study began

is that most foreign students, if not all, studying in the
Western countries like the United States might serve someday
as leaders in their own countries.

This seems to be particulary

so in the case of foreign students who come from third world
countries.

Although there is no way to prove the validity

of such an assumption, many previous research findings appear
to be supportive.
In an extensive study of the modern Chinese elite in
both major political movements (the nationalist movement led
by Chiang and the communist movement led by Mao), North and
Pool (1965) discovered that the movement leaders were mainly
drawn from the upper layer of the Chinese society.

All of

them had higher education and many of them studied abroad
before they became active members of either political movement.
Almost half of the early leaders in both movements went
abroad for their educations.

One interesting finding regard

ing the influence of foreign education was that those who
studied in the United States or Japan tended to go right
in ideology, whereas those who studied in France and Russia
tended to go left.

The former became careerists and the

latter became ideologists.
In his comparative study of "revolutionary elites"
and "managerial elites" in modernizing regimes, Kautsky (1969)
also discovered a similar phenomenon in terms of the high

incidence of foreign education among elites.
"In addition to the twenty-five (78 percent) of
the thirty-two revolutionary leaders who received
a higher education at home or abroad, three (9
percent) attended Western-type secondary schools
in their own country. Thus a total of twentyeight (88 percent) received an education appropriate
to an industrialized country. Of all the thitrtytwo revolutionary leaders, eighteen (56 percent)
lived or traveled extensively in industrialized
countries, for purposes other than their education,
before coming to power" (Kautsky, 1969s 445).
In the process of modernization, the emergence of
what Kautsky calls "managerial elites" is the logical
development after the revolutionary elites go through the
first phase of nation-building.

Thus engineers, adminis

trators, and technicians who represent the managerial elites
go to the industrialized Western countries en masse either
for long-term education or short-term training.

Up to the

present, this is the case in most developing countries as
far as the educational backgrounds of the ruling elites are
concerned. “*
ii.

Impact of Foreign Study
Our next concern is the impact of foreign education

among the actual or potential elites.
5

The Norweigian

In most cases, only those that successfully go
through the screening process applied by both home and
host government are allowed to study abroad.
In addition
to the intellectual preparation, they should be able to
afford the enormous expense of studying abroad, unless
they are fully supported by home or foreign government.
For this reason, most foreign students studying abroad
are from affluent strata of their society.

sociologist, Ingrid Galtung (1965), examined the impact of
study abroad among the returned Asian students who stayed
abroad for at least two years.

The multinational sample

was composed of former students of the United Arab Republic,
India, and Iran.

The goal of the investigation was to see

whether the experience of study abroad led those students
closer toward the ideal of an homogenious world.
were somewhat mixed.

The results

Although the returned Asian students

showed some changes with respect to values and worldviews
as a result of study abroad, she carefully concluded her
findings as follows.
"Hence, our findings seem to indicate that the world
will not necessarily in the very near future be
characterized by cultural homogenity, unless that
becomes a value in its own right, and social engineer
ing is employed to realize it. This seems unlikely,
since ever more value is placed on the cultural
richness of our world" (Galtung, 1965s 275).
In their study of Korean students attending uni
versities in the U.S., Kelley and Szalay (1972) found that
the visiting South Korean students formed "a new conceptual
framework, combining into that framework some elements of
the host country's meanings, but to a large extent retaining
and or adapting the original meanings brought from their
own cultures".

As a result, the experience of studying

abroad creates a new subculture that provides a partial
bridge between native and host cultures, and also may introduce
new dimensions in the political arena" (Kelley and Szalay
in Meritt, 1972*. 118).

One interesting finding in the same study was that
the visiting South Korean students had reduced their negative
attitude toward communism.

To this group, the theoretical-

ideological aspects of communism were more important than
the physical elimination of communism.

In this respect, they

were found to be closer to American students than were fellow
students at home.

Apparently, such a change in values and

attitudes might have resulted from their exposure to and
experience within the international context.
After their study of West German students who had
been in the United States, Wattson and Lippitt (1958) reported
that these students had moved away from a nationalistic view
and toward internationalism.

Possibly due to changes in

values and attitudes, the authors discovered that West
German students who had been in the United States for twelve
months had a much harder time readjusting to their home
country than those who had been in the United States for only
six months (Wattson and Lippitt, 1958).

This finding implies

that one may become less nationalistic as a result of lenthy
foreign experience.
A rather unique study was done by Bjerstedt (1960).
Under the controlled situation of a Children's International
Summer Village (CISV) camp held in Czechoslovakia, the
investigator carried out a cross-national study as to the
participants' "international imagery".

The participants of

the CISV camp were composed of Swedish boys, Syrian boys,

and reunion campers, i.e., former participants.

Since

the CISV camp was originated to create international friend
ship, Bjersted attempted to measure the effectiveness of
such a program.
The findings of the study clearly demonstrated that
the occurence of cross-national friendship imagery was
higher among the reunion campers than those without previous
CISV camp experience.

Also a comparison was made to measure

the cross-national friendship imagery between two points in
time, i.e., the beginning and end of the summer camp.

The

occurence of the cross-national friendship ipagery between
two points in time, i.e., the beginning and end of the summer
camp.

The occurence of the cross-national friendship imagery

was higher at the end of the camp in comparison with the
score at the beginning.
In sum, the cross-cultural experience, either in the
form of study abroad or extensive travel, is likely to change
values and attitudes in favor of internationalism (or world
mindedness) .
iii.

Worldview and World Peace
In the literature of peace, the location of one's

loyalty (or committment) between o n e ’s country and the
world society has been one of the most frequently discussed
subjects.

And many people have regarded that nationalism

and internationalism are incompatible with each other.

As an

attempt to weigh o n e ’s loyalty, Terhune (1965) tried to test
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the commonly-accepted assumption that "peace and nationalism
are fundamentally incompatible" (Terhune, 1965: 277).

His

sample was made of foreign students attending Michigan State
University and the University of Michigan.

He came up with

a sample of 177 students from twelve different foreign
countries.
One interesting finding in this study was that "the
groups scoring high on nationalism generally are from under
developed countries, while low scores were obtained by
students from the more developed, industrialized nations"
(Terhune, 1965: 282).

Although those foreign students high:

in nationalism scale do tend to place national interest before
world interest, Terhune concluded that "nationalism is not
incompatible with an attitude favoring international coope
ration" (Terhune, 1965: 287).
Covering more than 10,000 persons between fifteen
and forty years of age in ten countries, including India
and Japan, Skjelsbaek (1973) carried out a cross-national
study to examine the feasibility of the idea, i.e., "peace
through a world state".

Of ten countries, India and Japan

clearly came on top in terms of the positive response to the
proposed idea.

The two Asian countries were followed by

capitalist Western European countries and socialist Eastern
European countries in that order.

Although no clear-cut

explanation for such a phenomenon was available, Skelbaek
found a highly significant correlation (.82) between the

positive response to the proposal and population size of
country.

In this regard, the following interpretation is

offered.

In the event of the actual realization of world

government, the large countries with large population have
few things to lose, whereas the relatively small European
countries are likely to lose the present international prestige
they have enjoyed.
Convinced that "what the elite and the opinionmaking strata see and believe about the world is important"
(Hveem, 1968s 146).

Hveem carried out a study as to the

peace-thinking of the Norweigian foreign policy elite.

In

a series of answers to the question of "what measures they
deemed the most important today to secure international
peace", the most preferred immediate peace-making measure
was the theme of international cooperation with the United
Nations and East-West detente.

In a somewhat similar manner

to the short-range peacemaking measures, the same elite
group ranked "strengthening the United Nations" and "the
abolishment of hunger and poverty in the world" as the top
priority for the long-range peace-making measures.

They

thought that such proposals were not only important but also
realistic.

In general, the elite's peace thinking is

characterized by the inclination to stability, evolutionary
change (or gradual change), and step-by-step policies.
iv •

Social Background and Worldview
Finally, the role of one's social background in
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shaping one's worldview will be discussed.

This includes

education, social class position, age, and so forth.

If

one's worldview is largely the result of one's experiences,
an individual's social background should exert a significant
impact on his or her worldview.
In a ten-nation cross-national study to examine the
relationship between "future consciousness" and selected
socio-psychological variables, Sande (1972) discovered that
people in lower social positions in most countries under
study are more prone to be short-sighted with regard to the
future perspective whereas people in higher social' classes
tend to have a wider time perspective.

Also in the same

study, Sande found that "peace and disarmament are among
the mostly accepted values".

When asked the best thing that

could happen in the year 2,000, "a great majority mentioned
world peace, disarmament, and the like.

The worst thing

that could happen was, according to an even great majority,
war" (Sande, 1972: 275).
In the same cross-national study carried out by
Skjelbaek (1973), the findings as to the relationship between
one's social class position and peace-oriented worldview
shows somewhat conflicting results to that of Sande.
According to Skjelbaek,
"The overall impression ... is that the relationship
between social position and belief in a world state
is negative and weak, but in no way negligible.
In
most countries, people with lower income and shorter
education, in low status occupations, and living

in small town or in the countryside do agree with
the peace proposal under study" (Skjelbaek, 1973s
310) .
At first glance, the above conclusion seems to be
contrary to the findings of other studies of similar nature.
Yet, according to the opinion of Skjelbaek, the diverse
cross-national sample representing ten different countries
appears to be the reason, at least partially.

Namely,

in most societies, either the underprivileged lower sectors
tend to be ignorant of the complex and complicated inter
national system, thus being somewhat simplistic and naive
in their worldviews such as the idea of world government,
or they tend to look elsewhere outside their own society to
achieve something for which their opportunity and capacity
were limited and even restricted within their own society.
Finally, using a sample of 278 drawn from a Japanese
community near to Tokyo, Kuroda (1966) studied a number of
factors associated with attitudes toward peace.

In this

Japanese community, "those young people with higher education
and who are involved in community politics" turned out to be
the most peace-oriented group.

With regard to the factors

related to the peace-oriented attitudes, newspaper reading
proved to be associated with peace-orientation regardless of
o n e ’s ideological orientation.
peace-oriented.

Liberals as a whole were more

Concerning conservatives, they were peace-

oriented only if they are regular newspaper readers and
actively involved in community politics.

Otherwise,

conservatives were more war-oriented.
Summary of Empirical Studiess

Variables Considered

The review of the empirical studies will be summarized
in the form of variables that appear to be relevant to the
present study.
Educational Background of Ruling Elites
In most developing countries, the majority of ruling
elites went abroad, mainly to industrialized Western countries,
for the purpose of academic training or extensive travel.
Such a trend will continue in the foreseeable future as long
as there exists an overall knowledge gap, in the area of
science and technology, between developing countries and
developed countries.
Cross-cultural Experience
Cross-cultural experiences have been regarded to be
conducive to internationalism or world-mindedness.

The

theoretical reasoning is that extended cross-cultural
experiences are usually accompanied by the so-called inter
national socialization.
Social Position
The research findings as to the relationship between

6This seems similar to the current debate between
liberals and conservatives on the issue of detente in
American political scene.

o n e ’s social status and world-mindedness are inconsistent.
One study shows a positive relationship and the other shows
a negative relationship.

The seemingly contradictory results

may be attributed to different theoretical inferences.

In

short, one's worldview is largely relative to one's vested
interest in his own society.
Political Ideology
Liberals tend to be supportive of the idea of world
peace, while conservatives are more likely to be nationalists.
Cosmopolitan Interest
Cosmopolitanism is one of the salient characteristics
of world-minded persons.

It has been shown, for example, that

cosmopolitanism is incompatible with narrow-minded ethnocentrism
or provincialism.

Cosmopolitan traits are cultivated by and

large by conscious efforts.

Thus, exposure to a cosmopolitan

atmosphere is important.
In conclusion, the review of both theoretical and
empirical studies were aimed at providing guidelines for the
present study.
studies.

Table one summarizes the findings of these

However, in any cross-cultural study, one should

not copy blindly what others have done in different contexts
and periods.
overall

The merit of full and careful consideration of the

circumstances

under which one conducts his study

cannot be over-emphasized.

Table 1.

Summary Chart of The Review of The Empirical Studies

Author(s)

Independent Variable(s)

Dependent Variable

Research Findings

Wattson and
Lippitt
(1958)

Length of Foreign
residence in the U. S.

Readjustment to home
country among Western
Germany students

The longer one stayed
in the U. S., the more
difficult one had
readjusting to home
country.

Bjerstedt
(1960)

Experimentation in
Children's Int’l Slimmer
Village held in
Czechoslovakia

Cross-national friend
ship imagery among
Swedish and Syrian boys

Significant difference
in cross-national
friendship imagery
between the beginning
and the end of the camp
was observed.

Galtung
(1965)

Study abroad

Change in worldview
among Iranian, Indian,
and the UAR students

Change was not
significant among
the students.

Terhune
(1965)

Nationalism among 177
foreign students

Internationalism among
the same foreign
students

Both nationalism and
internationalism are
not incompatible.

North and
Pool
(1965)

Foreign education

Chinese political
elites

The majority of early
Chinese elites received
foreign education.

Kuroda
(1966)

Age
Level of education
Liberal-conservatism
Newspaper reading
Community activity

Peace-orientation
among 278 Japaneses

Those who are young with
higher education and
actively involved in
community politics are
the most peace-oriented
group.

Table 1.

(Continued)

Author(s)

Independent Variable(s)

Dependent Variable

Research Finding(s)

Kautsky
(1969)

Foreign education
and foreign travel

Political elites in
developing countries

The majority of the
revolutionary elites
went abroad either for
education or travel.

Kelley and
Szalay
(1972)

Study abroad (in the
U. S. )

Change in ideology
among Korean students

Significant change was
observed among the
Korean students.

Sande
(1972)

Social class position

Future perspective ^

The higher one’s social
class position, the
longer one's time
perspective is.

Skjelsbaek
(1973)

Education
Income
Occupation
Size of town

Peace-oriented
•worldview

People with shorter
education, lower income
and less prestigious
occupation are more
peace-oriented. They
are also small-town
residents.

3.

Conceptual Framework:

A Theory of Conscious'\ass

Since man defines situations through the medium of
7

consciousness , a theory of consciousness (See Appendix B
for detailed discussion) is briefly discussed here to
highlight the nature of the relationship existing between
an individual and his world.
From sociological viewpoints, a given form of
consciousness is the consequence of one's social existence.
As Marx put it, "Consciousness is from the start a product
of society, and it remains such as long as men exist at all"
(Quoted from Stockhammer, 1965: 49).

At the same time,

existing social reality may be viewed as the product of
human consciousness (Mills, 1959, Polak, 1961, Boulding,
1964).

Therefore, the relationship between an individual

and his world (or society) is basically dialectic.

As

Berger and Luckman (1966: 58) described it, "Society is a
human product.

Society is an objective reality.

Man is

a social product".
Accordingly, a given form of consciousness is
composed of two dimensions --the real consciousness and
the potential consciousness (Mannheim, 1936, Freire, 1970,
Hamilton, 1974).

The real consciousness reflects one's

7 In the present study, consciousness is defined
"as an ego’s awareness of things as present, past or
future intention processed in the enduring intentive mental
life given to him as an intentional object of his reflective
perceivings, rememberings, and expectings" (Cairn, 1972: 30)

hithereto lived experiences, whereas the potential conscious
ness manifests one's intention to mold his own world (or
social reality) in the future after his own desires and
will.
Coming back to the subject matter of this study,
when Asian students define the contemporary and the future
world situations with reference to the theme of world peace,
they define both according to their own lived experiences.
The definition of the world situation is grounded in their
empirical knowledge, feelings, and sentiments about the
world.

All these comprise what Tiryakian (1973) calls

"the sociohistorical matrix of human consciousness".

Here

the phenomenon of world peace constitutes the content of
peace consciousness.

This particular form of consciousness

may manifest one’s "reflective perceivings, rememberings,
expectings" (Cairn, 1972s 30) about the phenomenon of world
peace.
Already in the present.chapter, the relationship
between one's experiences, particulary cross-cultural
experiences, and peace mindedness was discussed through
the review of literature.

In view of the stated problem

and objectives of this study, the following hypotheses
are postulated to examine the relationship between Asian
students’ lived experiences and peace consciousness.

The

first four hypotheses are to examine the reflective side
of peace consciousness.

Here peace consciousness is seen
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as a consequence of one's lived experience that are
considered to be conducive to peace-mindedness.
The more one has been exposed to other cultures,
the more one tends to be peace conscious.
The more one's life style has been cosmopolitan,
the more one tends to be peace conscious.
The more one has been dissatisfied with the
war-troubled reality, the more one tends to
be peace conscious.
The more one has been exposed to war, the more
one tends to be peace conscious.
The last two hypotheses are related to Asian students'
future intention to promote world peace.
The more one is optimistic about the future, the
more one is peace conscious.
The more one is peace conscious, the more likely
one intends to promote world peace.
Besides the above independent variables postulated
in relation to the dependent variables, a number of other
determinants will be tried in the present study for explora
tory purposes.

Although the direction of relationships

between the exploratory variables and the dependent
variables are not known at this point, the contribution
g

of the exploratory variables

are expected to exist on the

grounds that "any study of consciousness leads back to the
mundane realities on which it depends" (Gurwitsch, 1974s 100).
g

The exploratory variables will include social class
position, academic status and major, source of financial
support, and the like.

CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY .

1.

Introduction
As

has been indicated from the outset, this study

is aimed at examining Asian students' worldview especially
with reference to the theme of world peace, whereby the
theory of consciousness is to be tested.
chapter, the research design is outlined.

In the present
This includes

sampling, data-collection techniques, operationalization of
the variables, index construction and statistical techniques.
2.

The Population
The population of this study was

comprised of those

Asian students who attended Louisiana State University
during the spring semester, 1976.

They all were full-time

regular students who pursued academic degrees.

Therefore,

those Asian students who came to the university merely for
the purpose of upgrading English or short-term training
were not included.

As shown in Table 2, according to the

report of The International Student Office at Louisiana
State University, Asian students numbered exactly 699^

■^Actual number of the eligible students is less than
the reported figure due to the resignations during the spring
semester and non-resident graduate students.
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Table 2.

Asian Countries and Number of Students Represented
at LSU, Spring 1976*

Countries

Male

Female

27
28
1
10
3
69

14
8
2
1
6
31

41
36
3
11
9
100

1
2
28
3
1
206
4
3
12
18
278

1
1
7
3

1
3
• 35
6
1
255
5
4
17
21
349

Total

FAR EAST (5 countries)
China(Taiwan)
Hong Kong
Japan
Korea
Philippines
Region Total
SOUTH EAST (10 countries)
Bengladesh
Sri Lanka
India
Indonesia
Laos
Malaysia
Pakistan
Singapore
Thailand
South Vietnam
Region Total

49
1
1
5
3
71

MIDDLE EAST (10 countries)
Egypt
Iraq
Irah
Israel
Jordan
Lebanon
Saudi Arabia
Syria
Turkey
United Arab Emirates
Region Total
SUM TOTAL

8
2
166 •
3
9
14
1
2
13
2
220
567

1
1
30

11
3
186
4
9
17
1
2
14
3
250

132

699

3
1
20
1
3

* Source: LSU Crossroads published by LSU International
Student Office in April 30, 1976.

during the spring semester of 1976.

The Asian students

represent 25 different Asian countries and three major
geographical regions in the continent.

These are the Far

East Asia, the South East Asia, and the Middle East Asia,
respectively.
3.

Sampling
In drawing a sample from the body of Asian students

at the university, the following three criteria were
applied.
First of all, since there are only 132 female Asian
students (less than 20 percent of the total Asian student
population at the university) and because the present study
was designed to study the potential future elites for Asia
. .
2
where women still have relatively fewer opportunities,
only male students will be included.
Secondly, although the ratio of undergraduate and
graduate students is not even, the sample will choose equal
numbers from each strata in order to investigate the
importance of this variable.
Finally, as demonstrated in Table 2, the number of
students representing various Asian countries ranges from
one (three Asian countries are represented by a single
student at the university) to as many as 255 and 186 in the
case of Malaysia and Iran, respectively.
7

This is particulary so m

Apparently, it is

the Islam-dominant countries.

meaningless to regard a country as a subsample unit on the
equal basis.
Based on these realistic considerations, the Asian
students were stratified according to the three geographical
regions in which their countries are located and their •
academic status at the university.

An attempt was made to

draw approximately 70 students from each geographical region
3

thus coming up with the final sample of 210.
4.

Design of the Questionnaire
The questionnaire to be used for this study was

carefully designed and worded in view of the Asian subjects
to be studied.

The first draft of the questionnaire was

refined through a pre-test during which the investigator
conducted a series of rather in-depth personal interviews
with about 15 Asian students of each category such as
geographical region

and academic status.

Extraordinary

attention was paid to the wording of English so that any
misunderstanding on the part of the respondents could be
minimized.

By the same token, the opinions regarding the

questionnaire that were suggested by a number of American
professors and graduate students were fully considered.
3

It was inevitable to adjust the number of students
to be drawn from Malaysia and Iran in order to come up with
a sample of 210 which is presumably a stratified-quota sample.
The two countries are overrepresented at the university in
comparison with other Asian countries.
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5.

Technique of Data Collection
The ideal technique for a study such as the present

one would be the personal interview.

By using this technique,

misunderstandings or misinterpretations of the questions
worded in English which might cause

problems, in the

course of answering the questions could be handled.

However,

the resources (both money and time) to do personal interviews
with more than 200 persons were not available.

Thus,

carefully constructed questionnaires were distributed either
by hand-delivery or mail.
There are a number of reasons why the hand-delivery
method was used.

First of all, most Asian students reside

very close to the university.

The majority of the married

students live in the married student apartments that are
run by the university management.

In the case of the un

married students, including those married students whose
families remain in the home countries, they stay either in
the university dormitory or nearby apartments.
Secondly, the personal contact and appeal, even
brief, are believed to enhance the rate of response.

In

addition to this, if the students came across questions or
difficulties in filling out the questionnaire, the investi
gator could help at the second visit.
Finally, since most graduate students have their own
offices (or some form of study room) in their departments,
they could be contacted in person at the university campus.

Yet, when either the information about one's
residence was inaccurate or repeated attempts to contact
in person turned out to be futile, mailing was used as an
alternative.
6.

Selection and Operationalization of Variables
To test the proposed hypotheses that were derived

mainly from the theory of consciousness, the following
variables are selected and operationalized.
i.

Cross-cultural Exposure;
This variable is defined in terms of the length of

residence in foreign countries.

It is measured by the

number of months of foreign residence.
"How long have you been in the U.S.? Indicate total
if you came to the U.S. more than one time."
"Besides the U.S., had you been in other countries?
If yes, how long had you been in other countries?
Indicate total."
ii.

Cosmopolitan Life-style; .
This is the Kind of life-style that is characterized

by Keen interest in other cultures and international affairs.
Its indicators are foreign travel, learning of foreign
languages, and Keeping up with international affairs through
mass-media.
"How many foreign countries have you ever traveled to
including the United States? Count only those countries
in which you had stayed at least one weeK and longer."
"How many foreign languages have you ever attempted to
learn including English?"

"In how many foreign languages can you read?"
"On the average, how many hours do you spend,
1) reading newspapers and news magazines and
2) listening to T.V. or radio news per week?"
"How many international friends do you have?"
A combined cosmopolitan life-style index was constructed.
iii.

Future Intentionalitys
Future intentionality is an actor's intention to do

something positive for the sake of world peace in the future.
A Likert-type future intentionality index was constructed.
The unidimensionality of the index was assessed by the itemto-total correlation technique and factor analysis.

Seven

items were proposed to construct the future intentionality
index under the following hypothetical statement (See
Appendix I, B; 1-7).
"Suppose, someday you are called to be an adviser to
the head of your country such as the king or president.
How would you go about the following issues as an
adviser.
Please circle one of the five letter indicators
which best describe your intention."
iv.

Optimisms
Optimism is an affirmative attitude toward the future

state of affairs, especially with reference to international
affairs.

A Likert-type optimism index was constructed.

items comprised the index.

Six

Statistical procedures were the

same as above (See Appendix I, D: 1-6).
v.

Peace Consciousness

s

Peace consciousness is the awareness of the phenomenon

of world peace.

The index was composed of eight items

(See Appendix I, D: 7-14).

The same statistical procedures

were applied to construct the Likert-type peace consciousness
index.
vi•

Dissatisfaction;
Dissatisfaction is the psychological discontent

with the state of political affairs, especially with reference
to Asian affairs.

Six items were proposed for the index (See

Appendix I, D: 15-20).

A Likert-type peace consciousness

index was constructed following the same statistical
procedure that was applied to the other indices.
vii.

War Experience;
War experience refers to the exposure to the actual

or quasi-military confrontation with other countries.

This

variable was measured by the extent of exposure (or experience)
such as the number of years of military service.
"Have you ever been involved in actual warfare
as a soldier or an officer? If yes, how long?"
"Have you joined military force but not fought?
If yes, how long?"
"As a civilian, have you ever been situated in
the middle of military combat?"
"In your life-time, has your country been involved
in war against other countries? If yes, how long?"
A combined war experience index was constructed.
Besides these variables, a number of other variables
were included in view of their potential effects on the
dependent variables.

These are;

viii.

Region:
There are three geographical regions that are

represented by the Asian students.

These are the Far East

Asia, the South East Asia, and the Middle East Asia.
ix.

Academic Statuss
This refers to the division of undergraduate,

Masters students, and doctoral students, respectively,
x.

Age:

xi•

Marital Status:
The respondents are classified into two marital

statuses:
xii.

married and unmarried students.

Academic Majors:
Most Asian students at university study one of the

following areas:

agriculture, social science (including

management), physics and chemistry, and engineering.
xiii.

Religion:
Respondents' religion must be one of the following:

Islam, Budhism, Confucianism, Christian, Hinduism, and others.
xiv.

Religiosity:
This is indicated by the extent that a person has

tried to follow the teachings (or doctrines) of his religion.
It is measured by the self-evaluation of one's religiosity.
"How much have you tried to follow the teachings of
your religion?"

xv.

Ideological Orientation
This was measured by the self-rated location on

the liberal-conservatism continuum (9 points).
xvi.

Social Class Position s
This was measured by the self-rated social position

of one's family in his society on the class continuum (9
points).
xvii.

Sources of Financial Support;
The question was who is the major source of financial

support for o n e ’s college education in the United’States
"About what percent of your financial support
for your education at LSU come from the following
sources?"
The conceivable sources of financial support are selfsupport, family, LSU assistantship or scholarship, home
government or agent, and foreign government or agent (includ
ing the U.N .).
xviii.

Intention To Stay in Foreign Country;
This was indicated by one's intention to stay

in

foreign country or return

to home country after completion

of one's education in the

U.S.

"Suppose, on completion of your study, you can
choose any foreign country for the purpose of
permanent residence. What would be your intention?"
Each respondent had the following options.

These are;

stay in a foreign country of his choice, stay in the U.S.,
no intention to stay in a foreign country, and not sure.

In sum, there are two types of variables in terms of
the level of measurement.

The two are classification variable

(or nominal) and continuous variables, respectively.
7.

The statistical Analysis
It has been already discussed in the previous chapters

that a given type of consciousness, such as "peace conscious
ness ", is the result (or product) of one's lived experiences.
Thus, a host of different experiences that were judged to be
conducive to the genesis of peace consciousness were presented
in the form of hypotheses.

At this point, what we are really

concerned about is whether each experience (or independent
variable) is significantly related to the proclaimed dependent
variable.

Furthermore, we want to know that to what extent

the selected independent variables altogather are powerful
for the explanation of the dependent variable.
In order to answer these questions, the multiple
regression analysis technique

was

applied.

The basic

tenet of multiple regression analysis is to predict a single
dependent variable from a set of independent variables while
taking into account the interrelationships among the in
dependent variables.

The formula (Blalock, I960.” 327) is;

Y = a + b^x^ t ^2^2

••*•••• ■^~>k^k

All the classification (or nominal) variables
included in the model

were

treated as dummy variables.

A different number of categories was applied to each class
ification variable.

Thus, the multiple regression analysis will produce
not only the relationship between the dependent variable
and each independent variable while holding the effects of
the other independent variables constant but also the total
explained variance of the dependent variable by all the
independent variables operating together.

By looking at the

size of total explained variance, one can tell the efficiency
of the model and, furthermore, the power of the theory from
which variables included in the model are derived.

CHAPTER FOUR
ANALYSIS OF DATA I

In the first part of the data analysis, the general
background characteristics of the respondents ■will be
reported.

Beyond this, definitions of concepts using differ

ent statistical techniques will be explored.

Our hypothesis

testing will be reported in the second part of the data
analysis.
1.

The General Characteristics of Respondents
Prior to the description of some background character

istics of the sample, the results of data collection are
briefly reported here.
Altogether 275 questionnaires were distributed either
by hand-delivery or mail.

Over a four-week period

180 Asian students returned the questionnaires.
rate was about 55 percent.

exactly

The response

The result of the stratified-

quota sample according to the geographical regions and
academic status is as below.

Furthermore, Table 4 displays

the distribution of the sample by the countries of origin.
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Table 3.

Respondents by Region

Geographical Regions

and Academic Status

Undergraduate

Graduate

Total

Far East

16

27

43

South East

35

38

73

Middle East

32

32

64

Total

83

97

180

Table 4.

Origin of Respondents by Region and Country (N=180)

Region

Country

Far East
Asia

Republic of China
Hong Kong
J apan
Korea
Phillippines
Total

18
13
1
9
2
43

India
Malaysia
Parkistan
Singapore
Srilanka
Thailand
South Vietnam
Total

16
43
1
2
1
2
7
72

Egypt
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Jordan
Lebanon
Palestine
Turkey
Syria
Total

4
39
1
1
4
5
3
6
2
65

Region

South East
Asia

Region
Middle East
Asia

Region

Number of Respondents

i.

Academic Ma jors
Like any other foreign students population in the

major universities in the United States, the sample of this
study heavily overrepresents the area of applied science.
Of the various academic majors, engineering and agriculture
stand out as the dominant areas.

The two areas constitute

36 percent and 20 percent of the total sample.

These are

followed by business, chemistry-physics, and social science
in that order.

Only two students reported majors in phil

osophy and English.

As shown in Table 5, science majors,

both pure and applied, comprise almost 90 percent of the
sample.

Table 5.

Academic Majors of Respondents (N=180)

Areas of Majors

Number of Respondents

Agriculture

Percent

36

20.0

2

1.1

Social Science

17

9.4

Business

27

15.0

Chemistry and Physics

18

10.2

2

1.1

65

36.0

Environmental Design

1

0.5

Biology

5

2.8

1

0.5

Computer Science

4

2.2

Art

1

0.5

Not yet decided

1

0.5

Humanities

Education
Engineering

Geoscience

'

Such a composition of academic majors among the Asian
students at the university is consistent with the general
educational policy of the most developing countries in that
emphasis is given to applied sciences such as engineering,
agriculture, business, and the like.

This is due to the

fact that developing countries have suffered from shortages
of well-trained human resources particulary in these areas.
As Kautsky (1969) has put it, someday these are going to be
the "managerial elites" replacing the "ideological elites"
of the early stages of nation-building.
ii•

Age of The Respondents
The age of the Asian students ranges from 19 to 51.

Yet, the majority of the respondents belong to the age cohort
of 21-30.

The median age of the sample is 26 years of age.

In comparison with the American counterpart, the average
foreign student age is relatively higher.

This is attributed

to the fact that most foreign students have to spend an extra
one or two years for the language preparation.

And, in many

countries, the completion of military service is

a

pre

requisite for foreign travel, including study abroad.
Table 6 shows the age distribution of the respondents.

Table 6.

Age

Age Distribution of Respondents. (N=180)

Number of Respondents

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
38
40
45
51

iii.

Percent (%)
0.5
2.3
4.6
6 -9
9.7
8.0
10.9
12.6
12.0
8.0
6.3
6.3
1.7

1
4
8
12
17
15
20
22
22
14
11
11
3
2
3
2
7
2
1
1
1
1

1.1

1.7
1.1

4.0
1.1

0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5

Marital Status
By accident, the proportion of single and married

students is almost equal.

Single students number 98 (54%)

and married students number 82 (46%).
iv.

Foreign Residence
The foreign residence is reported here separately,

i.e., the residence in the U.S. and other foreign countries.
As shown in Table 7, only 10 percent of the respondents has
stayed in the U.S. for more than six years at the time of
data collection.

Fifteen percent, of the Asian students

reported that they have stayed in the U.S. for no longer
than one year.

The Median residence of this group in the

U.S. is about three years.
In the same table, exactly the half of the respondents
reported that they have never visited other foreign countries,
except the U.S.

Even among those who have been to other

foreign countries, many of them seem to have had rather
short-term trips or stays,
v*

Sources of Financial Support
Almost 43 percent of the respondents indicated that

self or family support is the major financial source for
their education in the United States.

The rest of the

respondents seems to have some kinds of institutional
support.

For instance, the LSU assistantship (or scholarship)

is cited as the major source of financial support by 30
percent of the respondents.

This is attributed to the fact

that most graduate students at the university obtain financial
support from the institution.

'

After the university, home governments or domestic
agents are cited as the next major source of institutional
support.

The well-known fact in the university community

is that most Malaysian students are supported generously by
their government or other domestic agents such as the Malaysian
Rubber Research Institue.

Only four out of 180 Asian students

indicated that they are supported by the foreign government
or agents such as the AID or Fullbright scholarship.

Table 7.

Foreign Residence of Respondents As of March, 1976
(N=180)

Length of Residence
(months)

in the U. S. {%)
.......

0
1 -

6 months

Other Countries

(%)

90

50.0

8

4.5

55

30.5

77 - 12

19

10.8

12

6.6

13 - 18

11

5.7

4

2.2

19-24

20

10.8

2

1.1

25 - 30

24

13.7

4

2.2

31 - 36

16

8.5

1

0.5

37 - 42

17

9.7

1

0.5

43 - 48

15

8.5

2

1.1

49 - 54

10

5.7

0

0.0

55-60

9

4.5

2

1.1

61 - 66

11

5.7

2

1.1

2

1.1

0

0.0

18

10.2

5

2.8

67-72
73 and over

Table 8.

Major Sources of Financial Support for the Respondents
(N=l80)

Major Sources

Number of Respondents

Percent

Self-support

31

17.7

Family

46

25.7

LSU Assistantship or
scholarship

55

29.7

Home Government or Agent

44

24.6

4

2.3

Foreign Government or Agent

vi.

Religious Background of The Respondents
Especially in Asia where the world great religions

were originated and developed, the various religions have
played key roles in shaping Asian's worldviews and directing
everyday lives.

As shown in Table 9, only 17 percent of

the respondents revealed that they are not followers of
some religion.

Table 9.

Religion of Respondents (N=180)

Religion

Number of Respondents

Percent

Islam

91

50.3

Budhism

11

6.3

Hinduism

12

6.3

3

1.7

27

15.4

5

2.9

31

17.1

C nfucianism
Christian
Others
None

The half of the respondents claimed that they are
Moslem.

Certainly, the religion of Islam is the dominant

religion in most parts of the Middle East and in some parts
of South East Asia such as Malaysia, Indonesia, Pakistan,
and other parts.

Considering the large number of Malaysian

and Iranian students at the university, the religious
distribution of the sample appears to reflect that of the
entire Asian student population at the university.

After

Islam, only 15 percent of the respondents indicated that they
were Christian.
In connection with the role of religious influence
in shaping worldviews and behavior, what is perhaps more
important than one's religious affiliation is one's religi
osity in terms of religious committment to follow teachings
of religion.

In this sense, a nominal Moslem may not be

different from a nominal Christian.

The response to the

question of religiosity in terms that how much they have
tried to follow the teachings of their religion was as follows.
Twenty-three percent of the respondents indicated "very much"j
31 percent "some"? 18 percent "little"? and 28 percent
"none".
In sum, although detailed informations about the
entire Asian students population at the university are not
available, no remarkable difference between the universe and
the sample with respect to the background characteristics
is expected.
In the next section, the statistical procedure for
constructing four Likert-type indices mentioned previously
and defining the key concept of "world peace" will be
presented.
2.

Construction of Indices
As aforementioned, four Likert-type indices were

conceptually defined.

The four Likert-type indices were

"optimism index", "peace consciousness index", "dissatisfac
tion index", and "future intentionality index".

Each index

consists of a number of items that are judged to be relevant
to the respective construct.

However, these subjectively

(or, in a sense, conceptually) defined concepts need to be
tested and confirmed by some objective technique.
Specifically, the inclusion of certain attitudinal items
should be justified not only from the viewpoint of concept
ualization but also from the viewpoint of operationalization.
Furthermore, one of the most important criteria in
judging the quality of any attitudinal scale may be said to
be the degree of "unidimensionality” .

Likert introduced his

technique mainly to improve this aspect of attitudinal
scaling.

As Oppenheim (1966:

133-142) pointed out, the

primary concern of Likert-type scale is to insure the uni
dimensionality thus making sure that all the items would
measure the same construct.

In Likert-type scale, each item

is presented on an attitudinal continuum which ranges from
"strongly agree", "agree", "uncertain", "disagree", and
"strongly disagree".
Usually, a two-staged statistical procedure is
involved in constructing Likert-type scale.

The first one

is known as "the item-to-total correlation coefficient", and
the second one is "the factor analysis".

Of course, the two

statistical techniques are applied to make sure of the
unidimensionality of the scale.
i.

Item-to-Total Correlation Coefficient
In order to assess the homogenity of proposed indices

Table 10.

Item-to-Index Correlation Coefficients (Indices=4)
Future
Intentionality

Items
var
var
var
Var
Var
Var
Var

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var

8
9
10
11
12
13

Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Optimism

Peace
Consciousness

Dissatisfaction

.4699
.6128
.2957
.4901
.3496
.4618
.5525

•

.6684
.5369
.5076
.6627
.5258
.5877
.4378
.4850
.5439
.4875
.5728
.6341
.4404
.2515*

Var 22
.5616
Var 23
.5695
Var 24
.5513
Var 25
.2650*
Var 26
.5819
Var 27
.4952
* All the items are significant at .001 level except the two with (*) that
are significant at .001 level.

and, further, to find out the extent to which each item measures
the same property, as the index in total, the method of an item-tototal correlational

analysis was applied.

Theoretically, if

all items were designed to measure the property of proposed
indices, each item should be positively correlated with the
total score.

Thus, the item-to-total correlation coefficients

provide an indication of the cohesiveness of the scale items.
As shown in Table 10, all items but two were signi
ficantly correlated to respective indices at .001 level.
Therefore, all the items were retained.
ii.

Factor Analysis
Comparing the previous technique (the item-to-total

correlation) with the factor analysis technique, Oppenheim
made the following comment.
"Internal-consistency methods of .item-analysis
provide some safeguard against the inclusion of
unrelated items in a scale, but clearly a better
way of ensuring unidimensionality would be the use
of factor analysis.
This is a statistical technique,
based on intercorrelating all the items with one
another, which enables us to abstract one or more
factors that the items, or some of them, have in
common" (Oppenheim, 1968: 142).
The utilities of factor analysis are various.

Nie

and Kim (1970: 209) insisted that the most common applications
of the factor analysis are: 1) to explore and detect pattern
ing of variables with a view to discover new concepts,
2) to test hypotheses about the structuring of variables in
terms of the expected number of factors and 3) to construct

indices.

Here we used the technique mainly to construct

our indices.
Although the underlying assumptions about the
indices are different from each other, the four indices
were run together in the factor analysis since each index
was conceptualized one way or another with reference to the
subject of world peace.
With all 27 items included, the first factor analysis
was run.

As shown in Table 11, as many as seven items were

found to be either weak or confounding in terms of the factoritem loadings.

With these items omitted, the second factor

analysis was run.
In contrast to the results of the first factor
analysis, no single item was either below the cutting point
of .39 or confounding in terms of the factor-item loadings
in the second run.

Nevertheless, the primary concern was

whether the hypothesized pattern of factor-item structure
was emerged or not from the factor analysis.

In the remainder

of this section, we will discuss the nature of factor-item
structure that was resulted from two-stage factor analysis.
In Table 11, the first factor is made of four "peace
consciousness" items, one "optimism" item, and one "future
intentionality" item, respectively.

It was found that two

cross-overs took place; one from "optimism index" and the
other one from "future intentionality index".

Yet the first

factor still appears to represent the construct of peace

Table 11.
Variables
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Rotated Factor Matrix of 27 Item Variables (Factor N=4)
Factor 1

Factor 2

Factor 3

Factor 4

.32228
.11425
-.19551
.20204
-.14760
.06734
-.08602
.57849
.47728
.53717
.64792
.40292
.52t61
.02668
.28346 '
.07973
.44452
.11156
.17162
.15319
-.24054
.10699
.10736
.09074
-.10694
.05675
-.04045

.17452
-.02511
-.24363
-.24622
-.60315
.07822
-.14683
.03558
-.03428
.37772
-.17965
-.49364
-.32498
-.33364
-.19845
-.59923
-.14461
-.61770
-.69583
-.38496
-.01637
-.04849
-.11205
.09846
-.15271
-.09600
.07836

-.44786
-.66118
.15543
.06295
.06933
-.45112
-.68746
.01044
-.08032
.25375
-.03862
-.21690
.16552
-.13678
-.32099
.13609
-.16850
-.01837
-.03394
-.23284
-.31596
.03260
-.11699
.01598
-.12717
-.15723
-.31874

.30566
.10936
-.29342
-.22972
-.24848
-.23750
-.17466
-.30486
-.25911
-.08772
.14110
-.18799
.10240
-.35405
-.04438
.05139
-.16549
-.18668
.01369
.15152
.04830
-.54025
-.54543
-.54398
.00551
-.58445
-.23709

1.98771
.084
.310

1.86202
.020
.331

1.73855
.012
.344

Eigen Values
3.58648
Varinace
.226
Cumulative Var . .226

Communalities
.42832
.46280
.20784
.15817
.45213
.27057
.53207
.42896
.30256
.50331
,47347
.48841
.41976
.25609
.22474
.38659
.27429
.42919
.51497
.24884
.16029
.30674
.33527 ■
.31409
.05096
.37874
.16558

consciousness.

The inclusion of the two items from the

above mentioned indices are not inconceivable in light of
the nature of the items.
The second factor consists of five optimism" items
and one "peace consciousness" item.
took place.

Only one cross-over

As designated originally, the second factor

can be regarded as the "optimism" factor.
The third factor is composed of four "future
intentionality" items.

It is obvious that the third factor

represents the construct for "future intentionality".
Finally, the fourth factor is made of four "dis
satisfaction" items.

Without question, the fourth factor

represents the property of "dissatisfaction" that was origi
nally conceptualized.
In sum, the two-step factor analysis eliminated
those weak and confounding items.

At the same time, the

unidimensionality of each Likert-type index proposed was
generally confirmed with some modifications.

Hereafter, the

composition of items (or items-factor structure) that
emerged through the two-step factor analysis will be used for
the indices proposed.
3•

Asian Students' Worldviews
To understand Asian students' own definition of the

world situation is certainly one of important parts of
this study.

Such a knowledge is not only complementary but

Table 12.

Rotated Factor Matrix of 20 Item Variables (Factor N=4)

Variables

Factor 1

Factor 2

Factor 3

Factor 4

Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var
Var

-.21185
.02038
-.10899
.15422
-.00992
.05585
-.34265
.16209
.35350
.14737
.56311*
.51840* •
.62754*
.66918*
.72227*
.38145*
.05482
.12083
-.07221
.15961

.32942
.04081
.01214
-.14104
.61216*
.48816*
.57036*
.66294*
.54692*
.39803*
-.10306
.37013
.04703
.05958
.12616
.11936
.11068
.04156
.11343
-.00792

.52896*
.76028*
.52077*
.59528*
-.02593
.07933
- .21889
.09500
-.13924
.17338
-.08849
.20435
-.12054
.01572
.07891
.28387
-.03603
.18521
-.08318
.10492

.28886
.07794
-.27915
-.17441
-.31788
-.32214
-.08305
.12445
.16135
-.21744
-.17587
-.18969
.03890
-.20331
-.02187
.15032
-.52822*
-.56476*
-.53795*
-.67361*

3.18554
.159
.159

1.90882
.095
.255

1.71811
.086
.341

1.65419
.083
.423

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Eigen
Variance
Cumulative Var.

Communalities
.51663
.58618
.36115
.42845
.47655
.35149
.49753
.49028
.46950
.25748
.36647
.48347
.41206
.49293
.54429
.26293
.29556
.36957
.31439
.48969

also insightful for more meaningful an interpretation of the
structured data (or information).
i.

Awareness of The World Problems and Desirable Goals
As an effort to survey the general cognitive mapping

of Asian students9 worldview, a list of salient world problems'*and another list of desirable goals were presented to them.
The respondents were asked to rank both the world problems
and desirable goals according to the degree of urgency that
was felt by each respondent.

In ranking these problems and

goals, they were instructed to do so from the viewpoints of
their own countries and the whole world as well.

This was

intended to check for congruity in ranking the problems and
goals for both referents.
As shown in Table 13, the Asian students9 awareness of
the problems seems to well reflect the common problems facing
most Asian countries.

The most urgent problem, according

to the Asian students, is the problem of population explo
sion in each country.

The problem of population explosion

is followed by the gap existing between the rich nations
(referring Western countries) and the poor nations.

The

problem of food shortage which is closely related to the
problem of population explosion is ranked third.

As far

^Four of the problems listed were highly concerned
by the authors of The Limits To Growth (1972). These are
population growth, food production, the exhaustion of
nonrenewable natural resources and pollution.

as their countries were concerned, the threat of nuclear
war was the least urgent problem.
In the world scene, the same problem of population
explosion is ranked as the most urgent problem.

After this,

the problems of food shortage and exhaustion of natural
resources are observed as the next most urgent problems.
The threat of nuclear war which was ranked as the least
urgent problem for their own countries moved up to the rank
of fifth,

Overall, Asian students’ concerns in terms of the

world problems are somewhat economic
ing

in nature thus reflect

an overriding concerns of most developing countries.

Table 13.

Asian Students' Rank-Ordering of the Problems for
the Country and World, respectively (N=180)

List of Problems

For the Country

For the World

Pollution of environment

5

6

The threat of nuclear war

7

5

The gap between the rich
and poor nations

2

4

Population explosion

1

1

Exhaustion of natural
resources

4

3

Food shortage

3

2

Racism

6

7

*The ranking ranges from 1 (the most urgent problem) to 7
(the least urgent problem).

When the
listed

same Asian students were asked to rank the

desirable goals to be sought, they ranked the economic

development as the most desirable goal for their own countries.
This is followed by freedom and equality, respectively.

As

desirable goals, scientific inventions and new life-style
were regarded as
However,

the least desirable ones in the list.
for the world as a whole, a rather notable

difference exists.

As seen in Table 14, peace as a desira

ble goal was ranked as the most desirable goal by the same
students who ranked the same subject fourth for the sake of
their own countries.

The goal of peace is followed by

economic development,equality, and freedom in that order.

Thus,

the subject of world peace seems to stand out as an important
issue only when it is viewed in the context of the whole
world.

Table 14.

Asian Students' Rank-Ordering of the Desirable
Goals for the Country and World, respectively*(N=180)

List of Goals

For the Country

For the World

Peace

4

1

Economic Development

1

2

Equality

3

3

Freedom

2

4

Democracy

5

5

Scientific Inventions

6

6

7
7
New Life-style
"TFm;
-.
.
.
...
—
_
_
.
*The ranking ranges from 1 (the most desirable goal) to
7 (the least desirable goal).

Regarding the question of congruity, Asian students
seem to perceive either problems or desirable goals with
similar degree of urgency for both their own countries and
the whole world as well.

Without a single exception, there

are statistically significant rank order correlation coef
ficients (Kendall's tau) between the two referents.

For

instance, to the extent that peace is perceived to be desira
ble for one's own country, to that extent the same is
regarded to be desirable for the whole world.

Both Table 15

and Table 16 demonstrate the extent of congruity.
ii*

Asian Students' Definition of World Peace
The concept of "peace" was defined in Chapter Two

and that of "peace consciousness" was operationalized in
Chapter Three. However, by asking a number of open-ended
questions regarding the subject of world peace, an effort
was made to tap Asian students’ own definitions of the
concept.
The first open-ended question was stated as follows:
"Essentially, what does the concept 'world peace' mean to
you?"

Table 17 reveals Asian students' response to the

question.

As anticipated, 38 percent of the respondents

defined the concept "world peace" as a state of peaceful
coexistence.

Next, 24 percent of the same group equated the

concept of world peace with the absence of war.

On the other

hand, only seven percent of the Asian students in the sample
perceived world peace in terms of justice.

Eleven percent

Table 15.

Rank-Order Correlation Coefficients of the Problems for the Country and World*

- For the World Pol.

Nat.

Nuc.

Gap

.0338
ie•k★
.2758

-.0407

.1073

.0160

-.0851
***
.2620
*
-.1279

.0201
.1212*
***
.3201

.0140

.0284

.0108
★★ ★
,2664
.0648

Pop.

F oo.

Rac.

- For the Country Pollution

* **
.3687

Nuclear War

.0201
-.0517*

Gap
Population

.0647

-.0565

-.0932

-.1026
***
-.1947

-.0790

.1390*

-.0917

.0496

-.0355

.0989

Natural Resources

-.0763

Food Shortage
Racism

1

.0223

Kendall's Tau-B Correlation Coefficients

*** Significant at .001
** Significant at .01
* Significant at .05

-.0904

-.1045

-.0888

-.1364*

-.0090

-.0830

-.0489

-.0024
***
-.1639

-.0597

-.0399
.0324
***
.2309
-.0264

-.0232
-.0232
***
.2145

Table 16.

Rank-Order Correlation Coefficients of the Goals for the Country and World*"
(N=180)
- For the World Peace

Ec. Dev.

Equality

Freedom

Democ.

Science

New Lif.

- For the Country -

.38?r

Peace
E c . Dev e1opment
Equality

-.0797
**
-.1552

Freedom
Democracy

-.1166
***
.3877

-.0720
.0854
***
.3536

-.0821

.0117
**
-.1612

-.0551

-.0134

-.0040

-.0758

.1289*
**
-.1858
.0149
***
.4154
*
.1411

Scientific Inventions -.1074

.1432*

-.0905

-.1050

New Life-style

.0335

-.0801

-.1211

.0207

.0483
***
-.2103

-.0795
**
.1667

-.0391
-.1287*
***
**
.2429
-.1693
***’
**
.5609
-.1525
***
***
-.2029
.6138
**
-.0829
.1669

-.0469
-.0528
-.0367
.0093
-.1453*
.1501*
***
.5879

^Kendall's Tau-B Correlation Coefficients
*** Significant at .001
** Significant at .01
* Significant at .05

oo
Co

of the students manifested their skeptism and cynicism by
describing the subject of world peace as a "nonsense" or
"an idle dream".
By and large, Asian students seem to define the
concept "world peace" from the same perspective that has
been taken in the present study.

Namely, peace is the

harmonious integration plus the absence of physical
violence (war).
To probe further their definitions of world peace,
another open-ended question was asked.

The question was:

"Then, in your opinion, what are the greatest obstacles to
the achievement of world peace?"

Table 17.

World Peace defined by the Asian Students* (N=180)

Definition

Order

Respondents

%

Peaceful coexistence

1

68

38

Absence of war

2

43

24

Nonsense or idle dream

3

20

11

Noninterference (or autonomy)

4

19

10

Justice

5

13

7

World ordar

6

7

4

Religious teaching

7

3

2

7

4

No answer
*

#

The open-ended question was as follows.
"Essentially,
what does the concept "world peace" mean to you?"

Here, both superpower interests and superpower conflicts were
cited as the chief obstacles to the achievement of world
peace.

After these, incompatible political ideologies,

inequality (or gap), conflict-inherent human nature, and
the like are considered by the Asian students as other
major obstacles.
In sum, while the respondents define world peace in
terms of peaceful coexistence (or harmonious integration)
that is accompanied by the absence of war, they seem to
suggest that superpower nations are responsible for the
maintenance of peaceful coexistence.

This could be trans

lated into that, as far as the Asian students are concerned,
they think they are the mere victims of superpower conflicts
and representative ideologies that have produced large and
small scale wars in the continent.

Thus they tend largely

to blame superpower nations for the failure of realizing
permanent world peace.
iii.

Participation in the Cause of World Peace
The majority of the Asian students surveyed indicated

that they had not participated in the cause of promoting
world peace in the past.

Only less than 30 students reported

that they had done something to promote world peace.
participants cited the following endeavors:

The

exchange of ideas

(16 times), peace effort through religion (7 times), and work
for international organizations (3 times), respectively.

Table 18.

Major Obstacles to the Achievement of World .
Peace Cited by the Asian Students*
(N=180)

Obstacles

Order

Number of Citations

Super-power conflict or interest

1

83

Political ideologies

2

45

Inequality (or gap)

3

38

Human nature

4

36

Political leaders

5

32

Lack of communication

6

30

Religions

7

23

Natural resources

8

21

Arms race

9

19

Lack of cooperation

10

18

Racism

11

15

Nationalism

12

10

*Each respondent was asked to specify at least three obstacles
to the achievement of world peace. The open-ended question
was:
"In your opinion, what are the greatest obstacles to
the achievement of world peace?"

Such a low incidence of participation in the cause of world
peace is perhaps attributed to their status

as

students.

In other words, they were too young to get involved in the
serious task of promoting world peace.
Regarding their intention to sacrifice or commit
themselves for the achievement of world peace in the future,
their responses to the subject were somewhat mixed.

While

many Asian students suggested some constructive ideas such
as educating people, working for underdeveloped countries
(including their own countries), and joining some form of
peace movement, considerable numbers of Asian students in the
sample appear to be conditional and ambiguious in committing
themselves for the enhancement of world peace.

They are

willing to take part in the cause of promoting world peace
so long as such an involvement does not hamper their own
professional careers or life-styles.

Also the formation of

fair and acceptable international politics from their view
points was cited as another precondition without which their
efforts are looked upon as

futile

struggles in the long run.

It is worth noting few things here.

First of all,

none of the respondents intends to apply violence (or
warfare) to the achievement of world peace.

Secondly, a

large number of Asian students seem to have never thought
about such a subject as world peace.

They either have no

idea (including no answer) or intention to. commit
themselves for the promotion of world peace.

The following

table exhibits the variety of suggestions made by the
Asian students concerning their intention to promote
world peace in the future.

Table 19.

Asian Students' Intentions To Promote World
Peace*
(N=180)

Nature of Intention

Order

No. of Citations

Educating People

1

26

Conditional Commitment

2

23

Ambiguous Commitment

3

20

Work for Underdeveloped
Countries

4

16

Joining Peace Movement

5

16

Financial Contribution

6

12

Personal Sacrifice

7

12

Dissemination of Religious
Teachings

8

11

Work for International
Organizations

9

7

No Answer

41

No Idea

13

No Intention

13

*

Each respondent was asked to respond to the following
open-ended question
"To what extent, are you willing
to sacrifice or commit yourself for the achievement of
world peace?"

iv .

World Peace and Its Relevance to Other Referents
Finally, since the theme of world peace is the

subject matter of this study, an effort was made to see
which of the problems and desirable goals listed are
related to the subject of world peace.

As shown in Table 20»

the result of rank order correlation coefficient displays
that peace for country and the threat of nuclear war are
positively related to

the subject of world

peace.On the

other hand, equality,

the gap between rich

and

population explosion,

and economic development are negatively

related to the subject of

poor countries,

world peace.

The implication of the above finding is that to the
extent that one is concerned about world peace, one is
concerned about peace for country and the threat of nuclear
war.

On the other hand, the more one is concerned about the

subject of world peace, the less one is likely to be concerned
about the subjects of equality, gap, economic development,
and population explosion.
This reminds us that the concept of peace advocated
by both the "classical school" and the "early protest school"
tends to be incompatible with that of peace maintained by
the "neo-Marxist school".

Put differently, the former is

more concerned about the physical aspect of peace, whereas
the latter is more concerned about socio-structural aspects
(or sources of structural violence) such as gap, inequality,
economic underdevelopment, and the like.

For this reason,

Table 20.

Rank-Order Correlation Coefficients of World
Peace and Other Variables^
(N=180)

. World Peace As A Desirable Goal
Peace (C)^
Nuclear War (W)"^
Nuclear War (C)

***
.3878
***
.3327
**
.1610

8

•
•

Gap (W)

-.1389*

Economic Development (W)

-.1394*

Population (W)

-.1532
**
-.1552
**
-.1744
***
-.2180

Equality (C)
Gap (C)
Equality (W)

1 Only significantly related variables are included.
2 'C* stands for country.
3 'W' stand for world.
*** Significant at .001
** Significant at .01
* Significant at .05

the neo-Marxist school even justifies the use of physical
violence.
Summary
In this chapter, some background characteristics of
Asian students in the sample were described.

In many ways,

their concerns and aspirations mirrored the concern and
aspirations of most developing countries.

At the same time,

Asian students' own definition of the contemporary world
situation, especially that of world peace, turned out to
be compatible with that of the present study.

They defined

world peace mainly in terms of peaceful coexistence among.
the nations.

For this reason, the subject of peace is

important to them only when the subject is viewed in the
context of the whole world.

CHAPTER FIVE
ANALYSIS OF DATA II

1.

Introduction
The focus of this chapter is to report the overall

results of hypotheses-testing.

Multiple regression analysis

•was used to assess the hypotheses,
2.

Peace Consciousness and Its Determinants
According to the theory of consciousness that was

discussed in Chapter Two,

a given type of consciousness,

such as peace consciousness, is largely the product of one's
lived experiences.

In other words, one's experiences

determine the mode of his consciousness.

This aspect of

consciousness is known as reflexive or real consciousness.
The same tenet of the theory was applied to the
subject matter of the present study.

A number of hypotheses

with respect to the phenomenon'of peace consciousness were
derived from the theory.

They are:

The more one has been exposed to other cultures,
the more one tends to be peace conscious.
The more one's life-style has been cosmopolitan,
the more one tends to be peace conscious.
The more one has been dissatisfied with the wartroubled reality, the more one tends to be peace
conscious.
The more one has been exposed to war, the more
one tends to be peace conscious.
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Besides these hypotheses proposed, a number of other
independent variables, as mentioned before (p. 76), are
considered to relate to the dependent variable of peace
consciousness.

Yet, the potential relationship between

these independent variables and the dependent variable are
not stated in the form of hypotheses simply because clearcut theoretical guidelines

w e re

not available.

The best statistical analysis that satisfies the
stated problem and objective of this study was thought to
be multiple regression analysis.

As discussed in Chapter

Three, the multiple regression analysis technique provides
not only the relationship between an independent variable
and a dependent variable but also the total explained
variance in the dependent variable by the host of independent
variables.

Thus one can judge the efficiency and power of

a theory by looking at the size of the total explained
variance in the dependent variable.
A total of 18 independent variables
in the regression model.

1

were included

As shown in Table 21, the

model explained only about 27 percent of the total variance
in the dependent variable.

Of the 18 independent variables,

five variables display significant relationships with the

10f the 18 independent variables, only seven variables
are directly related to the stated hypotheses. The rest of
the variables in the model are more or less exploratory
variables.

Table 21.

Analysis of Variance Table for Dependent Variable (Peace Consciousness)
(First-step)

Source

d.f.

Sum of Squares

Regression
Error
Corrected
Total

27
152

48.1493
129.8568

179

Source
Region
Majors
Academic Status
Foreign Residence
Marital Status
Religion
Religiosity
Sources of Finance
Stay in Foreign Country
Liberal-conservatism
Social-Class Position
Age
Cosmopolitan Life (I)
Cosmopolitan Life (II)
Optimism
Dissatisfaction
War Experience (1)
War Experience (II)

Mean Square
1.7833
0.8543

F Value

Prob F

R-Square

2.0874

0.0031

0.2704

999999.9

Std. Dev.
0.9242

178.0061
d.f.

Partial SS

2
3
2
1
1
2
3'
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2.5216
7.6259
3.5314
1.1503
0.4552
0.0377
5.7771
9.5968
4.8220
1.2366
5.6834
0.0000
0.1887
0.9171
0.5296
0.0008
1.6707
1.5651

** Significant at .01 level.
* Significant at .05 level.

C.V.

F Value
1.4758
2.9754
2.0667
1.3465
0.5328
0.0221
2.2540
5.6166
2.822
1.4474
6.6525
0.0000
0.2209
1.0735
0.6199
0.0009
1.9556
1.8320

P (F)
0.2303
0.0328*
0.1280
0.2477
0.4665
0.9789
0.0830
0.0048**
0.0609
0.2308
0.0108*
0.9927
0.6390
0.3018
0.4323
0.9755
0.1640
0.1779

Table 21.

(continued)

Source

B Values

For Ho sB=0

Prob T

Intercept
Foreign Residence
Libera1-Conservatism
Social Class Position
Age
Cosmopolitan Life (I)
Cosmopolitan Life (II)
Optimism
Dissatisfaction
War Experience (I)
War Experience (II)

-1.6026
0.0034
0.0550
0.1641
-0.0002
0.0101
-0.0097
0.0590
-0.0023
0.0452
0.1107

1.8600
1.1604
1.2031
2.5792
0.0091
0.4700
1.0361
0.7873
0.0307
1.3984
1.3535

0.0648
0.2477
0.2308
0.0108
0.9927
0.6390
0.3018
0.4323
0.9755
0.1640
0.1779

Std Err B
0.8616
0.0029
0.0457
0.0636
0.0255
0.0215
0.0093
0.0750
0.0766
0.0323
0.0818

Std B Values
0.0
0.1009
0.0934
0.2127
-0.0010
0.0380
-0.0774
0.0590
-0.0023
0.1136
0.1109

dependent variable at .10 level.

These variables are

"academic major", "religiosity", "sources of financial
support", "intention to stay in foreign country", and
"social class position of respondent's family", respectively.
None of the independent variables that were hypothe
sized to relate to the dependent variable exhibited a signi
ficant relationship to peace consciousness.

This means

that none of the stated hypotheses was supported.
On the other hand, those exploratory variables such
as the geographical region, academic major., academic status,
sources of financial support, religiosity, and the like have
displayed more explanatory power than the hypothesized
variables.

Since a number of predictor variables appear to

make no significant contribution in terms of explaining peace
consciousness, elimination of these variables from the model
should not affect considerably the explained total variance
in the dependent variable.

In reducing the number of

variables, an arbitrary cutting point was set based on the
probability level .25.

Thus as many as seven variables whose

probabilities were larger than .25 were excluded.

With these

predictors eliminated, a second analysis was run.
The second model with 11 independent variables was
still statistically significant and explained 26 percent of
the variance in the dependent variable.

The loss of explained

variance due to the elimination of these seven variables was
less than two percent.

In the reduced model, five variables

Table 22.

Analysis of Variance Table for Dependent Variable (Peace Consciousness)
(Third-step)

Source

d.f.

Sum of Squares

Mean Square

F Value

Prob F

R-Square

Regression
Error
Corrected
Total

15
164

39.6439
138.3622

2.6429
0.8436

3.1326

0.0003

0.2227

179

178.0061

Source

d.f e

Partial SS

2
3
2
3
2
2
i
a.

4.7732
7.5059
5.1292
7 .8106
9.4843
3.4065
5.4191

B Values

Intercept
Social Class Position

999999.9

Std. Dev .
0.9185

Region
Ma jor
Academic Status
Religiosity
Sources of Finance
Stay in Foreign Country
Social Class Position
Source

C.V.

-0.6417
0.1464

** Significant at .01 level.
* Significant at .05 level.

T For H o :B=0
-2.0089
2.5344

Prob T
0.0462
0.0122

F Value

P (F)

2.8288
2.9655
3.0398
3.0859
5.6208
2.0188
6.4233

0.0603
0.0330*
0.0491*
0.0283*
0.0047**
0.1339
0.0122*

Std Err B

Std B Values

0.3194
0.0577

0.0
0.1898

Table 23.

Comparison of Three-step Model of Peace Consciousness

First Model
(18 variables)
F Value
2.0874

P (F)
.0031

R2
.2704

Second Model
(11 variables)
F Value
2.9289

P (F)
0002

R2
.2580

Third Model
(7 variables)
F Value
3 .1326

P (F)
R2
.0003 .2227

F Value

Source (Independent
Variables)

F Value

P (F)

F Value

Region
Majors
Academic Status
Foreign Residence
Marital Status
Religion
Religiosity
Sources of Finance
Stay in Foreign Country
Liberal-Conservatism
Social Class Position
Age
Cosmopolitan Life I
Cosmopolitan Life II
Optimism
Dissatisfaction
War Experience I
War Experience II

1.4758
2.9754
2.0667
1.3465
0.5328
0.0221
2.2540
5.6166
2.8221
1.4474
6.6525
0.0000
0.2209
1.0735
0.6199
0.0009
1.9556
1.8320

.2303
.0328*
.1280
.2477
.4665
.9789
.0830
.0048**
.0609
.2308
.0108*
.9927
.6390
.3018
.4323
.9755
.1640
.1799

3.0454
2.8516
2.3548
1.3616

.0489*
.0383*
.0961
.2450

2.8288
2.9655
3.0398

.0603
.0330*
.0491*

3.8648
5.6176
2.6676
2.1623
6.7947

.0106*
.0047**
.0706
.1434
.0100**

3.0859
5.6208
2.0188

.0293*
.0047**
.1339

6.4233

.0122

** Significant at .01 level.
* Significant at .05 level.

P (F)

P (F)

•

1.6383
2.6975

.2024
.1025

were significant at .05 level.

The five variables were

geographical region, academic major, religiosity, sources
of financial support, and social class position, respectively.
Based on the second model, one more attempt was made
to reduce the number of variables in the model (thus retain
ing only important variables).

Four independent variables

whose probability was larger than .10 (p>.10) were eliminated
from the second model.

With the remained seven variables,

a third analysis was completed.
As exhibited in Table 22, the third model was statis
tically significant.

The seven variables explained 22 percent

of the variance in the dependent variable.

Thus reducing the

number of independent variables from the original 18 to the
final seven accompanied the reduction of the explained
variance of the dependent variable from 27 percent to 22
percent.

The change in the explained variance is only five

percent.

The three-step refining process of the model is

summarized in Table 23.
In the remainder of this section, a closer examina
tion of the final seven variables in relation to the dependent
variable will be completed.
Geographical Regions
When the means of all the variables included in the
model are adjusted, the mean scores of peace consciousness
by geographical regions are as follows.

Table 24.

Mean scores of Peace Consciousness by Region

Asian Regions

Model

Observations

Peace Consc.

Far East

43

.3977

1st = n.s.

South East

72

.2393

2nd = .05

Middle East

65

-.0880

3rd = n.s.

180

Total

In the table, students from the Far East Asia were
highest in peace consciousness.

On the other hand, students

from the Middle East region were lowest.

The difference in

the level of peace consciousness between the students from
the Middle East and the same from the other two regions is
rather noticeable.

At this point, we have no exact knowledge

as to the explanation for such a difference in peace conscious
ness among the Asian students.

However, the following

speculation may shed some light on the difference.
It was found in the previous chapter that the majority
of Asian students defined world peace in terms of peaceful
coexistence among the nations.

At the same time, Asian

students believed that superpower nations are responsible
for the realization of world peace.

If this is true, students

from the Far East region (Hong King, Taiwan, Japan, and Korea)
must be sensitive to the delicate balance of power among
the superpower nations such as Red China, Russia, and the
United States.

Geopolitically speaking, no other region in

Asia is more vulnerable to superpower confrontation that
the Far East region.

Modern history testifies this fact.

Academic Ma jors
The variable of academic major

is one of few indep

endent variables that displayed a significant relationship
with the dependent variable throughout the step-by-step
refining process of the model.

The following table exhibits

the effects of different academic majors on the dependent
variable.

Table 25.

Mean Scores of Peace Consciousness by Major.

Academic Majors

Observations

Model

Peace Consc.

Agriculture

36

.5621

1st = .05

Business and
Social Science

50

.2541

2nd = .05

Engineering

66

.1446

3rd = .05

Sqience

28

-.2289

Total

180

Agriculture majors turned out to be the most peace
conscious group in the sample.

The group is followed by

business (including social science) majors, engineering
majors, and natural science majors, respectively.

Since

the majority of Asian students in the sample are engaged in

areas of applied science like agriculture, engineering, and
business, there is no grounds for attributing the significant
difference in peace consciousness to the nature of academic
majors.

Thus, the distribution of academic majors by three

geographical regions was examined.

It was observed that 29

out of 36 agriculture majors and 36 out of 66 engineering
majors are from the South East Asia and Middle East,
respectively.

Due to the small sample size, the knowledge

2

about the interaction effects between region and academic
majors were not available.

However, it is suspected that

the significant difference in peace consciousness among
different academic majors is at least partially attributed
to the region of origin of these students.
Academic Status
The variable academic status displayed statistical
significance only in the final model.

Nevertheless, the

pattern of the effects of academic status on peace conscious
ness was consistent through the refining process.

As shown

in Table 26, the group of doctoral students in the sample
exhibited the highest score in peace consciousness.

This

group was followed by the group of masters students.

In

2

In order to have statistically valid knowledge about
the interaction effect, the minimum number of observation for
each category should be 15. If we run statistics for inter
action effect between region and academic majors (3x4), there
are as many as six categories with less than 15 observations.

contrast to the group of doctoral students, the score of
peace consciousness for the undergraduate students was the
lowest.
It has been suggested that world-mindedness, as
opposed to provincialism, is more or less the function of
one's education (Lerner, 1958; Rogers and Shoemaker, 1971).
In addition to this, the liberal tendency among the highly
educated persons might have some impacts on the formation
of peace consciousness (Kuroda, 1966; Sande, 1972).

Table 26.

Mean Scores of Peace Consciousness by
Academic Majors

Academic Status

Observations

Peace Consc.

Undergraduate

85

.0043

1st = n.s.

Masters Students

50

.0341

2nd = n.s.

Doctoral Students

45

.5107

3rd = .05

Total

Model

180

Religion and Religiosity
In the present study of world peace, the affiliation
with the various religions does not seem to make any signi
ficant difference in terms of the level of peace consciousness.
However, the degree of religiosity, as defined in Chapter
Three, does have some observable differences in peace
consciousness.

As shown in Table 27, the group of nominal

believers reveals the highest mean score of peace conscious
ness.

In contrast to this group, those who 'do have no re

ligion display the lowest level of peace consciousness.
Both the moderate and faithful in following the teachings
of their religions do not show any notable difference in
peace consciousness.

Table 27.

Mean Scores of Peace Consciousness by Religiosity

Religiosity

Observation

Model

Peace Consc

Following the teachings
of your religion:
Very Much

41

.2625

1st = n.s.

Some

57

.1933

2nd = .05

Little

31

.4814

3rd = .05

No Religion

51

-.2052

Total

180

At the risk of overspeculation, the following
interpretation might be made.

Considering all kinds of

religion-related conflicts in Asia, especially in the South
East Asia and the Middle East, religiosity might be related
to the degree of hostility.

Namely, one tends to be more

defensive or offensive if he has strong attachment to his
religion in spite of the common religious teachings about
universal brotherhood.

On the other hand, those nominal

believers are more open-minded and ready to compromise with
others under conflicting situations.

Concerning those

nonbelievers who showed the lowest score in peace conscious
ness, no information was available.

Yet again at the risk

of overspeculation, if atheism is equated with Marxism (or
Maoism), the low score of peace consciousness with this
group is better understood since peace was defined in the
present study mainly in line with "the early protest
school" which is categorically different from "the neoMarxist school".
Sources of Financial Support
Another variable, the source of financial support,
was statistically significant throughout the refining process
of the model.

There are basically three major sources of

financial support for Asian students attending the university.
3

These are family (or self) , home government and its agents,
and the university (LSU) or the U. S. government and its
agent such AID.

As shown in Table 26, the difference in

peace consciousness among the different categories of Asian
students according to the sources of financial support, is
noticeable.

In Table 28, those who are supported by their

home governments or agents turned out to be the most peace3Recently, the U. S. government has been strict m
granting working permit to foreign students.
For this
reason, only a few foreign students are self-supportive.

conscious (.6938).

This group is followed by those whose

sources of financial support are the family (.1941) and
the university or foreign government (-.3389), respectively.

Table 28.

Mean Scores of Peace Consciousness by the
Sources of Financial Support

Sources of Finance

Observations

Home Government or
Its Agents

44

.6938

1st = .01

Family or Self

77

.1941

2nd = .01

LSU or Foreign
Government (Agent s )

59

-.3389

3rd = .01

Total

Peace Consc

Model

180

The results are somewhat puzzling.

Those Asian

students who are supported by the foreign university or
government (including its agents) appear to be the least
peace-minded group in the sample.

This does not necessarily

mean that Asian students of this category have negative
feelings toward their host university and host country.
The point is that they are the ones who have been more
closely associated with foreign university or government
than Asian students of other categories thus appreciating
various forms of financial arrangement on the part foreign
institutions.

Intention to Stay in Foreign Country
As expected, those Asian students who desire to stayin foreign countries, including the United States, after
completion of their study displayed higher level of peace
consciousness in comparison with those who definitely want
to go back to their home countries.

Certainly, the differ

ence between the two groups in peace consciousness is
noticeable.

Meanwhile, those who have not yet made up their

minds in this regard scored somewhere between the two groups.

Table 29.

Mean Scores of Peace Consciousness by the
Intention to Stay in Foreign Country

Intention of
Foreign Country

Observations

Peace Consc

Model

Stay in Foreign Country

46

.4160

1st = n.s

Not Yet Decided

82

-.0892

2nd = n.s

Return to Home Country

52

.2222

3rd = n.s

180

Total

If one’s intention to stay or not to stay in a
foreign country is any indicator for internationalism or
nationalism, the above result is not difficult to understand.
4

Some social scientists are m favor of brain d r a m
in the name of internationalism, while others oppose the
same phenomenon in the name of nationalism. Walter Adams
(ed.) The Brain Drain, New York: The McMillan Co., 1968.

4

Nevertheless, in the model, the variable was not statistically
significant at .05 level, although it closely approached
that level.
Social-Class Position
The continuous variable of social class position is
one of three key variables in the model that were significant
throughout the refining process of the model.

As exhitited

previously in Table 21 (page 94), each unit change in the
variable of social class position accompanies a change of
.1642 in the dependent variable.

Namely, the higher o n e ’s

social class position, the more one tends to be peace
conscious.

Some previous studies have demonstrated similar

results (Kelley and Szallay, 1972j Sande, 1972).
Discussion
Although none of the hypotheses that were stated in
relation to peace consciousness was supported in the present
study, the discovery of a number of other predictor variables
that turned out to be important may be considered as one of
contributions of this study.
not a total accident.

Of course, the discovery was

Yet, it should be mentioned that no

firm theoretical guidelines were available as to the poten
tial impacts of these variables on peace consciousness.
Robert K. Merton (1968) called such an accidental discovery
as "serendipity".

Thus, as far as this study is concerned, what seems
to be more important for the explanation of peace conscious
ness was one’s deep-rooted backgrounds such as the politicocultural atmosphere of one’s country (or region), religious
committment, academic major, social class position, and the
like.

At the same time, this implies that a temporary cross-

cultural experience in a foreign setting does not seem to
greatly influence one’s worldview.

This appears to be so

at least among Asian students, as one of Ingrid Galtung's
studies (1965) suggested.

In the next section, the other

aspect of consciousness, i.e., intentional or potential
consciousness, will be discussed with reference to the same
theme of world peace.
3.

Future Intentionallty and Its Determinants
In Chapter

Two,

we discussed that a given form

of consciousness consists of two aspects.*

"the reflexive"

and "the intentional" or "the real" and "the potential".
Conceptually, the intentional (or potential) aspect of
consciousness is grounded in the reflexive (or real)
consciousness.

The intentional (or potential) aspect of

consciousness is basically future-oriented, whereas the
real (or reflexive) consciousness has its origin in the
present condition of mundane realities.
As was the case in the previous section, the chief
concern of the present section is to discover the major
determinants of the future intentionality.

Thus, the same

independent variables that were included in the other
model are included in the model for future intentionality.
In addition to these, the variable of peace consciousness
is also included.
As shown in Table 30, the entire model is not
significant statistically.

Nevertheless, 20 percent of

the total variance is explained by the 19 predictor variables.
Of these, none of the variables displays a significant
relationship with the dependent variable at the conventional
.05 level.

But there are two independent variables that are

closely approaching the .05 level.

They are the variables

of geographical region (p >.06) and sources of financial
support (p>.07), respectively.
Based on the outcome of the first run, an attempt
was made to reduce the number of independent variables in
the model thus trying to refine the model.

The following

four independent variables were retained in the model
according to their F values (1 and larger ) and the level
of probability (p<.35).

The result of the second run with

the four variables is shown in Table 31.
At this time, the model of four variables turned out
to be significant.

Furthermore, the four independent varia

bles altogether explained 15 percent of the total variance
of the dependent variable.

Although the number of variables

in the model was reduced from 19 to four, the change in
explained variance (or loss in variance) was only five

Source
Regression
Error
Corrected
Total

Analysis of Variance Table for Dependent Variable (Future Intentionality)
(First-step)

d.f.

Sum of Square

28
151
179

36.1961
141.8100

Mean Square
1.2927
0.9391

F Value

Prob F

R-Square

1.3764

0.1150

0.2033

d.f.

Region
Major
Academic Status
Marital Status
Foreign Residence
Religion
Religiosity
Sources of Finance
Stay in Foreign Country
Liberal-Conservatism
Social-Class Position
Age
Cosmopolitan Life (I)
Cosmopolitan Life (II)
Optimism
Dissatisfaction
War Experience (I)
War Experience (II)
Peace Consciousness

2
3
2
1
•1
2
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

999999.9

Std. Dev.
0.9690

178.0061

Source

C.V.

Partial SS
5.2075
3.2782
2.975b
0.1315
0.0013
0.0318
2.5918
4.9341
1.1989
0.0210
0.6326
0.2753
0.2337
0.2839
0.0161
0.3721
0.7738
0.1457
0.2461

F Value
2.7725
1.1635
1.5842
0.1401
0.0013
0.0169
0.9199
2.6269
0.6383
0.0224
0.6736
0.2931
0.2488
0.3023
0,0171
0.3962
0,8239
0.1552
0,2621

P (F)
0.0639
0.3255
0.2067
0.7087
0.9704
0.9840
0.5652
0.0737
0.5344
0.8811
0.4131
0.5890
0.6186
0.5832
0.8958
0.5300
0.3655
0.6941
0.6094

T T T

Table 30.

Table 30. (continued)
Source

B Values

For Ho:B=0

Prob T

Std. Err B

Std B Values

Intercept
Foreign Residence
Liberal-Conservatism
Social-Class Position
Age
Cosmopolitan Life (I)
Cosmopolitan Life (II)
Optimism
Dissatisfaction
War Experience (I)
War Experience (II)
Peace Consciousness

-0.3360
0.0001
0.0072
-0.0559
0.0145
-0.0112
-0.0054
0.0103
-0.0505
0.0309
0.0340
-0.0435

-0.3678
0.0372
0.1497
-0.8207
0.5414
-0.4988
-0.5499
0.1311
-0.6294'
0.9077
0.3940
-0.5119

0.7135
0.9704
0.8811
0.4131
0.5890
0.6186
0.5832
0.8958
0.5300
0.3655
0.6941
0.6094

0.9135
0.0031
0.0481
0.0681
0.0268
0.0226
0.0098
0.0788
0.0803
0.0341
0.0863
0.0850

0.0
0.0034
0.0122
-0.0725
0.0652
-0.0424
-0.0432
0.0103
-0.0505
0.0778
0.0340
-0.435

Table 31.

Analysis of Variance Table for Dependent Variable (Future Intentionality)
(Second-step)

Source

d.f.

Sum of Squares

Regression
Error
Corrected
Total

9
170

26.2337
151.7724

179

178.0061

Source
Region
Major
Academic Status
Sources of Finance

** Significant at .01 level.

Mean Square
2.9148
0.8927

F Value

Prob F

R-Square

3.2649

0.0014

0.1473

C.V.Z
999999.9

Std Dev
0.9448

d.f.

Partial SS

2
3
2
2

13.3437
3.6674
3.2536
4.8878

F Value
7.4731
1.3693
1.8221
2.7374

P (F)
0.0011**
0.2528
0.1627
0.0658

percent.

In a sense, this small change in explained vari

ance demonstrates the explanatory power of the retained four
variables.

Particulary, the contribution of the variable

geographical region stands out.

Its partial sum of squares

is equivalent to the sum of those of other three variables
in the model.

In the remainder of this section, a closer

examination of each variable in the final model will be made.
Geographical Region
As was the case in the model of peace consciousness,
students from the Far East region have shown the highest
level of future intentionality.

On the other hand, students

from the Middle East scored lowest in the same dependent
variable.

Table 32.

Mean Scores of Future Intentionality by Region

Regions

Observations

Future Int.

Far East

43

.2646

1st = n.s.

South East

72

.0866

2nd = .01

Middle East

65

-.4266

Model

Academic Ma iors
For unknown reason, the agriculture majors trail
engineering and social science (including business) majors
in future intentionality.

In contrast, the engineering majors

scored highest in future intentionality.

The reverse in

scoring highest between agribulture majors (scoring highest
in peace consciousness) and engineering (scoring highest in
future intentionality) may be explained in terms of their
temporal orientation.

Perhaps, agriculture majors are more

present-oriented, whereas the engineering majors are more
future-oriented.
Academic Status
As shown in Table 33, the higher one's academic
status, the more one intends to do something positive about
peace in the future.

The pattern of this variable in the

present model is similar to that of the previous model of
peace consciousness.

Table 33.

Mean Scores of Future Intentionality
by Academic Status

Academic Status

Observations

Future Int.

Model

Undergraduate

85

-.2818

1st = n.s.

Masters Students

50

-.0538

2nd = n.s.

Doctoral Students

45

.2603

Sources of Financial Support
In the previous section, those who had financial
support from their home governments or agents scored highest
in peace consciousness.

However, in relation to future

intentionality, the same group scored lowest.

Instead,

those who are supported by their families (and selfsupports) appear to be the most future-oriented group.
This group is followed by those who are supported by the
university or foreign governments and their agents.

Table 34.

Mean Scores of Future Intentionality
by the Sources of Financial Support

Sources of Finance

Observations

Future Int.

Model

Home Government or
Its Agents

44

-.4688

1st = n.s

Family or Self

77

.3272

2nd = n.s

LSU or Foreign
Government (Agents)

59

.0661

Again at the risk of overspeculation, perhaps the
following interpretation might be plausible.

Those who are

supported by their home governments or their agents are more
conscious about the present state of affairs than the future
state of affairs.

In other words, they are less enthusiastic

about the future state of affairs in terms of improving the
existing condition for the sake of world peace.

Comparing

the results of the same variable in the two models, i.e.,
one for peace consciousness and the other for future inten
tionality, it is not inconceivable that ones’ financial ties
with their present home governments might have bred their

status-quo orientation.

By the same token, the lack of such

a financial tie with home government (referring to the family
or self-support) might have fermented the future-orientation.
If this is the case, the nature of one's vested-interests
must have tangible impacts on their worldviews.
Discussion
In comparison with the previous model of peace
consciousness, the model of future intentionality seems to
be less efficient for the explanation of the dependent
variable.

However, it has been found that the same key

variables in both models, such as geographical regions,
academic majors and status, and sources of financial support,
explained the great proportion of the explained variance of
the dependent variables.

Social-class position, one of

three key variables in the model of peace consciousness, is
the only variable that did not show a significant impact on
the future intentionality.

Nevertheless, the above mentioned

variables uniformly reflect Asian students’ deep-rooted back
ground.
Except for these features, the two models were not
radically different from each other.

When the dependent

variables (peace consciousness and future intentionality)
for each model were interchanged, the explained variance in
the new variable were similar to that of the original one
(See Table 35).

Table 35.

Comparison of Two Models With The Dependent Variables Interchanged

PEACE CONSCIOUSNESS MODEL
Source

F Value

P (F)

(With Peace Consciousness)
Region
Academic Majors
Academic Status
Religiosity
Source of Finance
Stay in Foreign Country
Social Class Position
Model as a Whole

F Value

P (F)

(With Future Intentionality)
2.8288
2.9655
3.0398
3.0859
5.6208
2.0188
6.4233
- 3.1326

.0603
.0330*
.0491*
.0293*
.0047**
.1339
.0122

5.1520
1.1177
2.3643
1.5609
4.4433
0.6351
2.0207

.0070**
.3437
.0951
.1994
.0131*
.5360
.1571

.0003

2.5431

.0023

.2227

R2

.1887

FUTURE INTENTIONALITY MODEL
(With Future Intentionality)

(With Peace Consciousness)

Region
Academic Majors
Academic Status
Sources of Finance

7.4731
1.3693
1.8221
2.7374

.0011**
.2528
.1627
.0658

2.0257
3.0878
2.4250
3.1236

.1329
.0281*
.0895
.0451*

Model as a Whole

3.2649

.0014

2.9137

.0034

R2

* Significant at .05 level.
** Significant at .01 level.

.1473

.1336

CHAPTER SIX •
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

This final chapter will highlight several important
aspects of this study:

(1) summary of findings, (2) ad

vantages of the study, (3) problems and limitations of the
study,

(4) conclusions and interpretations, and (5) sugges

tions for future research in the area of world peace.
1.

Summary of Findings
In their own terms, the majority of Asian students

in the sample defined world peace within the context of
peaceful coexistence among nations.

They believed that

world peace, more than anything else, should be the first
priority in setting desirable goals for the well-being of
the whole world.

At the same time, they cited superpower

conflicts and interests as major obstacles to the achieve
ment of world peace.

In this regard, the Asian students

feel that Asian countries have been victims of numerous
superpower confrontations on that continent.
The principal determinants of peace consciousness
among our sample were found to lie in the social background
and the nature of academic and religious
the students.

commitments

of

Variables such as the geographical region in
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which one's country is located, academic major and academic
status at the university, major sources of financial support,
social class position, and one's religiosity influenced the
level of peace consciousness in our sample.

These variables

explained about 20 percent of the total variance in peace
consciousness.
Asian students in following categories seem to be
more peace-conscious than others;

those mainly from either

Far East Asia or South East Asia and those studying agricul
ture and business (including social science) at the university
for their advanced degrees (graduate students).

These

students were supported by their own governments in spite
of the fact that they were from relatively affluent social
strata in their own countries and they were only nominal
in trying to follow the teachings of their religions.'
In the case of future intention to promote world
peace, the pattern of relationship between independent
variables and the dependent variable was similar to that of
peace consciousness on the whole.

However, in comparison

with the model of peace consciousness, the model of future
intentionality was less efficient in terms of the magnitude
of the explained variance and the number of significant
independent variable to the dependent variable.

None of

the variables included in the original model was statisti
cally significant and, in the reduced final model, only one

variable, i.e., geographical region, was found to be
statistically significant.
Furthermore, some differences- were observed' in-two
variables, i.e,, academic major and sources of financial
support.

Namely, engineering majors instead of agriculture

majors, and family-supported students instead of home
government-supported students turned out to be higher in
future intentionality score.
Regarding such differences, the following explanation
might be possible.

Those who scored high in peace conscious

ness (the reflexive aspect of consciousness) and, at the
same time, scored low in future intention to promote world
peace (the intentional aspect of consciousness) tend to be
more status-quo oriented.

On the other hand, those who

scored low in peace consciousness and high in future inten
tionality might be more future oriented.

Except for these

features, the two models were not radically different from
each other.

When the dependent variables (peace conscious

ness and future intentionality) for each model were inter
changed, the explained variance in the new variable were
similar to that of the original one.
The following model is proposed to summarize the
empirical findings.

Figure 1.

The Major Determinants of Peace Consciousness and Future Intentionality

Social Background

Present Committment

Consciousness

Geographical Regions

Academic Major

Peace Consciousness

jSocial Class Position
1
__________

Academic Status

Future Intentionality

Source of Finance
Religiosity

★

.

.

.

In the case of future intentionality, only geographical region was statistically
significant in the final model.

2.

Advantages of This Study
Some advantages of this study may be- considered from

both theoretical and methodological viewpoints.
From a theoretical viewpoint, the inclusion of a number
of exploratory variables whose relationships with the depen
dent variables were uncertain mainly due to the lack of
sufficient research evidence and theoretical guidelines
turned out to be important in explaining the variance in
the dependent variables.

Although this was not by sheer

chance, the discovery of the importance of these social
background variables and a number of

commitment

variables

might have not been possible if the investigator had
following only the self-evident theoretical guidelines and
research evidence.
Next,

a

methodological advantage of this study

may be viewed in light of research management (or economy).
Usually, it demands a considerable amount of money and
manpower to carry out a cross-national study.

For this

reason, most cross-national studies have been conducted by
research teams sponsored by either government agents
(including the U. N.) or private foundation.
However, the present study was made possible by
taking advantage of social circumstances.

The university

from which the sample for this study was drawn ranked high
in the nation (the U. S.) in terms of the size of foreign
student population, especially Asian students.

Without

talcing advantage the university setting, such a study
would be far beyond the capacity of the present investigator.
3•

Problems and Limitations of This Study
Some problems that were encountered in the process

of data collection are reported here for future reference.
Question Formats
More than anything else, a considerable number of
Asian students, particulary undergraduate studnets, expressed
difficulties in answering the open-ended questions that were
included in the questionnaire.

In addition to language

limitations, the nature of open-ended questions concerning
the rather abstract (or remote) subject of world peace seemed
to pose some difficulties to the respondents.

Many commented

that they never thought about the subject of world peace in
concrete terms.
The Question of Sponsorship
Some Asian students were suspicious about the whole
study.

They asked jokingly whether the study was sponsored

by the U.S. CIA.

On the other hand, highly politicized

students, the self-professed Marxists or Maoists, challenged
the way the subject of world peace was philosophized in the
questionnaire.
Timing of Data Collection
The timing of questionnaire distribution was not at
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all ideal.

During the period of data collection, from the

late part of March to the early part of April, most students
were preoccupied for the coming final exams

and other

important matters such as summer jobs or summer trip after
the semester.

Many refused to spend the time required to

fill out the questionnaire in spite of frequent visits or
telephone contacts.
Logistical Problem
Finally, in many cases, the official information
was found to be unreliable.

A large number of unmarried

undergraduate students changed their residence constantly
from one place to another.

Frequently, both mailing

address and telephone numbers appearing in the student
directory turned out to be wrong.
Sample Problems
The relatively small sample did not allow some
additional statistical analyses which may have been done
--thus limiting our knowledge about the cause(s) of causes,
(i.e., interaction effects).

Also the small number of

observations for each country and geographical region
limited our generalization beyond the Asian student popula
tion at the university.
4.

Conclusions and Interpretations
Prior to drawing conclusions, it might be beneficial

to evaluate briefly the theoretical framework employed
and the subject matter dealt in the present 'study since
to make conclusions without taking into consideration these
aspects would be misleading.
On the whole, the present study was an explora
tory one.

The theory of consciousness, for instance, is

still an early stage of development.

Only recently, both

sociologists and philosophers have attempted to bridge
the conceptual gap existing between the province of
sociology and the province of philosophy with regard to
the theoretical interpretation of consciousness.

The

empirical approach to the subject is especially rudimentary
(Berger and Pullberg, 1965j Tiryakian, 1973j berger et.al.,
1973).
In addition to these theoretical and methodological
immaturities in the study of consciousness, the subject
matter of the present study, i.e., world peace, has also
been a relatively ignored area'of empirical research in
American sociology.
Perhaps, the discovery of the importance of the
exploratory variables in the present study and, at the same
time, the lack of support for the hypotheses postulated,
might be attributed to the lack of sound theoretical and
methodological guidelines in this area.
Nevertheless, on the basis of the empirical findings,
the following conclusions can be drawn.

As far as the Asian

students are concerned, their worldviews with respect to the
subject of world peace are largely determined by their social
background and

commitments

to important life matters such

as college education, religion, and so forth.

All these

social experiences demand long-term and serious emotional
attachment.

This was clearly shown by the fact that none of

the stated hypotheses postulating the relationships between
somewhat temporary social experiences and consciousness
(both peace consciousness and future intentionality) were
supported.

Then, what are the causes of variability in

definitions of the situation?

The answer to the general

question pursued throughout this study is as follows.

The

variability in defining the contemporary world situation
with reference to the theme of world peace is largely
attributed to differences in social background and committ
ment to important life matters.
The above conclusion seems to support the Marxian
position in that any form of consciousness is a consequent
of one's social existence, especially that of economic
condition.

But as suggested in Chapter Two,

this is only

one side of the coin --real consciousness is a reflection
of one's social existence.
Regarding the other side of the coin, i.e.,
consciousness as an intention to realize the potential
reality in the future, the findings are rather inconclusive.
As a matter of fact, without reliable longitudinal data

concerning the dialectic of consciousness and reality, and
vice versa, it is almost impossible to make a valid assess
ment on the role of intentionality in transforming reality.
In the present study, future intentionality was measured
by the means of projective technique.

The respondents

were asked to manifest their intentions to react in a certain
way under hypothethical situations in the future.

However,

it should be mentioned that the projected intentionality
might be radically different from actual action in a
real situation.
Finally, the empirical findings of this study didn’t
support the commonly-held belief that foreign students,
especially the potential future elites from the third-world
countries, who study in the Western countries might change
their worldviews in favor of world peace as a result of
their cross-cultural experiences in their host countries.
Theoretical Implication
The implications of the above conclusion to the
theory of consciousness may be considered from the viewpoints
of "the social location of consciousness" (Berger and Pullberg,
1965: 210) and "the patterning of intersubjective conscious
ness" (Tiryakian, 1973: 187).

The social location of peace

consciousness among the Asian students seems to be deeplyrooted in the socio-economic setting of one’s country,
social class position, and academic and religious committ
ment.

Undeniably, these comprise the hard core of o n e ’s

life experiences.

This may imply that comprehensive knowledge

about the nature of hard core reality is essential for the
development of a consciousness theory.
Practical Implications
As reviewed in the early part of this study, many
social thinkers have advocated the idea of cross-national
exchange of people, thought, and even commodities as a way
to improve international relations.

As a matter of fact,

since the end of World War II, the leading Western countries
and the United Nations have been actively involved in various
forms of international exchange progrmms.
However, according to the findings of this study,
the effectiveness of these programs may be less than desired
if our data on Asian students are representative.

Too, this

same group of Asian students have indicated negative images
about the leading superpower nations with reference to the
subject of world peace.

Whether such a negative image among

the potential future elites for Asia originated from their
own experiences in reality or sheer imaginations implanted
by propaganda, it can be erased only when superpower nations
clearly demonstrate their good-will and genuine efforts for
the promotion of world peace.
Next, if one’s worldview has its roots largely in
social background and committment to important life matters,
any attempt to change people's attitude in favor of world

peace should start from these realities.

Already, a

number of European countries have established "peace
education" as a part of school curricula (Mates, 1973j
Galtung, 1969).

Some religious groups like Am.ish and Quaker

are well known for their stern pacificism.

The members of

these beliefs are educated (or socialized) from their
early childhood in such a way that they cannot but help
being pacifists.

In any case, collective efforts are demanded

for the implementation of such an idea as world peace.
5.

Suggestions for Future Research
Being aware of the problems and limitations that were

reported in an early section of this chapter, the following
suggestions are made for similar studies in the future.
Sample
First of all, a larger sample should be the first
priority in a study dealing with a subject such as the
present one.

The sample should be large enough to warrant

a valid generalization to the macro setting (or system).
Comparative Approach
If possible, a type of comparative study is highly
desirable.

For instance, a study comparing those who remain

at home and those who study abroad might yield some valuable
knowledge about the impact of cross-cultural experiences in
shaping one’s worldview.

Another type of comparative study

might be interesting by looking at the influences of differ-

ent social environments in the host country.

Namely, it

is not inconceivable to expect that foreign -students
studying in the Pacific region are different in their
worldviews from counterparts studying in the Midwestern
region in the United States.
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March 15, 1976

Dear Fellow Asian Students:
I am from Korea and a Ph.D. candidate in sociology at LSU.
You are one of the Asian students at this campus who happened
to be included in my sample. The questionnaire you have
received will be used as part of my dissertation, and should
take you less than 25 minutes to complete. Of course, the
content of your answers will be kept confidential.
The questions were designed to be as straightforward as
possible. Nevertheless if you come across ambiguious words,
please consult your English Dictionary for clarification of
the meanings.
IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO ANSWER EVERY QUESTION. AN INCOMPLETED
QUESTIONNAIRE MAY NOT BE USED FOR MANY REASONS.
I hope you enjoy answering the questions.
On completion of
the questionnaire, please mail it using the enclosed selfaddressed envelope.
If the questionnaire was hand-delivered,
I will come back to pick up the questionnaire at the appointed
time.
I appreciate your COOPERATION.
LSU.

Have a successful semester at

Yours sincerely

p.s. If you have any question, contact me in the following
address.
Won Kil Yoon
Department of Sociology
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, La.
70803

(or)

Won Kil Yoon
3650 Nicholson Dr. Apt.1156
Baton Rouge, La.
70802
Tel. 343-8084

Tel. 388-1645
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In our time, mankind as a whole is facing many serious
problems.
In your opinion, which one is the most
urgent problem? Please rank the problems listed below
according to the degree of urgency for your country as
well as the world as a whole. The rank will range from
1 (the most urgent) to 7 (the least urgent).
For your
country

For the
world
Pollution of environment
The threat of nuclear war
The gap between the rich and poor nations
Population Explosion
Exhaustion of natural resources
Food shortage
Racism

Then, what do you see as the most desirable goal (or
ideal) we all should strive for. Rank the goals (or
ideals) listed below according to the degree of desir
ability. The rank will range from 1 (the most desirable)
to 7 (the least desirable).
For your
country

For the
world
Peace
Economic development
Equality
Freedom
Democracy
Scientific inventions and discoveries
New life-style

B. Suppose, someday you are called to be an adviser to the
head of your country such as the king or president.
How
would you go about the following issues as an adviser.
Please circle one of the five letter indicators which best
describe your intentions. The letter indicators stand fors
SS = Strongly Support
S = Support
N = Neutral
0 = Oppose
SO = Strongly Oppose
1.
2.

Would you let people freely move in and
out of your country?
..................

SS S N 0 SO

Would you let any religious group teach
their doctrines freely in your country?

SS S N 0 SO

3.

Would you support (or oppose) the idea of
economic aid for other countries?
..... SS S N 0 SO

4.

Would you suggest establishing friendly
relationships with enemy countries that
are presently hostile toward your
country?
.....................

SS

S N 0 SO

What would be yolir opinion about the
financial support for the various
internationalorganizations?

SS

S N 0 SO

Would you let your people freely adopt
children of different races or
religions?

SS

S N 0 SO

Would you support (or oppose) the
movement of nucleardisarmament?
......

SS

S N 0 SO

5.

6.

7.

C. Simply answer the following questions.
1.

How many foreign countries have you ever traveled to
including the United States? Count only those countries
in which you had stayed at least one week and longer.
foreign countries

2. How many foreign languages have you ever attempted
to learn including English?
foreign languages
3. In how many foreign languages can you read?
_________ _ foreign languages
4.

On the average, how many hours do you spend;
1) reading newspapers and news magazine?
_______ hours per week
2) listening to T.V. or radio news?
__________

hours per week

5. How many international friends do you have?
___________ very close friends
___________

fairly close friends

Please
circle one of the five letterindicators which
best describe your attitudes (orfeelings)concerning
each of the 20 following statements. The letter
indicators stand for:
SA = Strongly Agree
A = Agree
N = Neutral
D = Disagree
SD = Strongly Disagree
1. It is possible to wipe out poverty,
disease, and illiteracy in A s i a ......

SA A N

DSD

2. People all over the world will come to
get along well with each other as they
exchange ideas, things, and people
more freely and frequently........... SA A N

DSD

3. There will never be such a thing as
nuclear w a r ...........................

SA A N D SD

4. Every country can be a neutral country
like Switzerland
5. There is hope for mankind as long as
people of all nations work hard to
achieve world peace.

SA

. SA A I D SD

6. Both Russia and the U. S. will manage to
reach an agreement on the SALT (Strategic
Arms Limitation Treaty) . .............. SA
7.

A I D SD

As a means to solve problems between
countries, war seems to be the best way
we c a n •think o f .
SA

8. The idea of world government is worth
being considered.
.........

A P D SD

A P D SD

SA A £ D SD

9. The Nobel Peace Prize is one of the most
respectable awards a man can receive. .. SA A P D SD
10. We are all citizens of the world and we
belong to mankind more than to any one
nation. ............................... SA A P D SD
11. The existing U. N. and other inter
national organizations should be
strengthened for world peace........... . SA A P D SD
12. In our time, what we need most are world
politicians like the late U Thant who
worked hard for world peace........... SA

A P D SD

13. Gandhi's approach of non-violence doesn't
work any more in today's .politics.....SA

A P D SD

14. People tend to exaggerate the danger of
nuclear w a r ............................ SA

A P D SD

15. It is wrong to spend millions of dollars
for the development of new weapons.
... SA A P

P PP

15. If Asian leaders had been well-informed
and open-minded, many wars could have
been avoided in Asia

P PP

SA A P

17. Super-power nations such as Red China
the U.S., and Russia were responsible
for the Wars Asians have suffered.
.... SA A P D SD

18. Most countries are so concerned with
their own problems that they hardly
consider the hardships of other
countries. .
19.

SA A N D SD

In most Asian countries, the corrupt
and dictatorial leaders have been one
of the major causes of political
SA A N D SD
troubles.............................

20. Super-power nations handled the Vietnam
war and the Middle East war in a
satisfactory manner.
SA A N D SD
E. Express your own opinions to the following questions.
1. Essentially, what does the concept "world peace"
mean to you?

2. Then, in your opinion, what are the greatest obstacles
to the achievement of world peace?

3. In the past, have you done (or participated in) anything
for the cause of world peace? Yes_____ No_____
If yes, specify.
a . _____________ _________________________________________________
b . _____________________________________________________
c . _____________________________ ________________________
4. To what extent, are you willing to sacrifice or committ
yourself for the achievement of world peace.
Please
specify.
a . _____________________________________________________
b.
c.

___

5. What is your career plan after completion of your
study?

Answer the following questions from your own past
experience. Please check
y/
1. Have you ever been involved in actual warfare as a
soldier or an officer? Yes
No
. If yes,
how

long?

years.

2.Have you joined military force
Yes_____ No_____ . If yes,
how
3.

long?

but notfought?

_________ years.

As a civilian, have you everbeen
middle of military combat?
Yes

situated in the

No

In your life-time, has.your country been involved in
war against other countries? Yes_____No_____ If yes,
how long?

__________ years.

G. Please provide the following information about yourself.
1. Your major at LSU;______________________________ ______ _
Your minor at LSU; ___

.
_____________________ ______ _

2. Your academic status at LSU;
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior
Senior
Masters student
Ph.D. student
Other (specify)

3. Your country of origin:
4. Your marital status:
Single
Married
Divorced
Widowed
Female

5

Sex:

6

What is your age?

7.

How long have you been in the United States? Indicate
total if you came to the United States more than one
time.

Male

_years and

years old.

months

8. Besides the U. S., had you been in other countries?
Yes
No_____ • If yes, how long had you been in
other countries? Indicate total.
____

years and ________ months

9. What is your religion?
Islam
Budhism
Hinduism
Confucianism
Judeo-Christian
Others (specify)
None
10. How much have you tried to follow the teachings of your
religion?
very much
some
little
none

11. About what percent of your financial support for your
education at LSU come from the following sources?

_____

Self-support

_____

Family

_____

LSU assistantship or scholarship

_____

Home government or agent

_____ Foreign government or agent (including the U. N.)
12. Suppose, on completion of your study, you can choose
any foreign country for the purpose of permanent
residence.
What would you be your intention?

_____

I will stay in a foreigncountry

_____

I

will stay in the U. S.

_____

I

have no intention to stay

_____

I

am not sure.

of

my choice.

in a foreign

country.

13. Rate yourself on a scale of conservatism-liberalism from
1 (very conservative) to 9 (very liberal).
Circle one.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

14. Locate the approximate social class position of your
family in your country.
It ranges from 1 (very lowest)
to 9 (very highest).
Circle one.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

APPENDIX B
THEORY OF CONSCIOUSNESS

1•

A Preliminary Definition of Consciousness
For long time, the subject of consciousness has

occupied the minds of both philosophers and social scientists
alike

because the comprehension of the subject has been

regarded as crucial to understanding the nature of relation
ship between the individual and his external world.

In

spite of the extensive scholary attention and effort given
to the subject, the concept of consciousness still remains
ambiguious and contradictory.

For this reason, some phil

osophers have considered the concept of consciousness as
an indefinable term.

"Consciousness cannot be defined:

we may be ourselves fully aware what consciousness is, but
we cannot without confusion convey to others a definition
of what we ourselves clearly apprehend" (Hamilton, 1971: 64).
According to one of Husserl’s students, even the
father of modern phenomenology was found not to make clear
the usage of the concept of consciousness.

In Husserl's

writings, the concept was used "as an expression for
various nonequivalent concepts and as a designation for
things of correspondingly various kinds and sorts" (Cairn,
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1972: 19).

Nevertheless, according to Cairn, Husserl's

concepts of consciousness can be classified into two general
categories -- consciousness as psychic entity on the one
hand and consciousness as transcendentally-reduced entity
on the other hand.

The former is "real" in the sense

that it can found in the actually existing spatio-temporal
world, whereas the latter is "irreal" in the sense that it
is a transcendentally reduced phenomenon.

In an empirically-

oriented study such as the present one, the former type of
consciousness will be considered.
To elaborate the psychic entity of consciousness,
Cairn's own definition of consciousness is presented here.
He defines consciousness:
"as an ego’s awareness of things as present, past
or future intention processed in the enduring
intentive mental life given to him as an inten
tional object of his reflective perceivings,
rememberings, and expectings" (Cairn in Embree,
1972: 30).
Such an existential view of consciousness is based
on the empirical observation that the existing external
world is connected with the central nervous system through
consciousness.

Therefore, any study of consciousness along

this line of thinking should fully take into account mundane
reality.
" .... the concrete socio-historical locale of an
individual and inquiring into the interplay of the
social factors which form the framework within which
the human life unfolds and which determine, by their
action on an individual, the context of consciousness.
it is so much a part of the world that any

study of consciousness necessarily leads back to
the mundane realities on which it depends" (Gurwitsch,
1974: 100).
In sum, consciousness as a psychic entity is the aware
ness of the
ego.

subjective experience of what is external to

This includes both the objective mundane reality and

the presence of others.
Based on such a preliminary definition of conscious
ness, the remainder of this chapter will be devoted mainly
to the discussion of consciousness in terms of its role in
the process of shaping reality.

In this regard, what is

considered to be important is the content of consciousness
in a given social situation.

There are various forms of

consciousness that constitute the "stream of consciousness".
Each form of consciousness is made of a different content of
subjective experiences of different aspects of reality^.
2•

Philosophy of Consciousness
The discussion of the subject of consciousness from

the philosophic viewpoint is intended here to establish a
theoretical link between philosophical and sociological
orientations.

Of course, such an adventure is not without

the risk of oversimplification.
worthwhile endeavor.

But it is a theoretically

Berger and Pullberg describe the

''‘Samples of different consciousness are:
"ecology
consciousness", "national consciousness", "class conscious
ness", "ethnic consciousness", "racial consciousness" and
so forth.

relationship between the discipline of philosophy and that
of sociology with respect to the realm of consciousness
as follows.
"On the one hand, the critique of consciousness
has been the province of philosophy, while on the
other hand, the empirical analysis of the social
location of consciousness has been the province
of sociology and other social sciences.
However,
the comprehensive perspective ..... demands the
cooperation between sociology and philosophy.
This is not a matter of eclecticism, but follows
with necessity from the problems of the two
disciplines themselves" (Berger and Pullberg,
1965: 210).
Another American sociologist, Tiryakian (1973),
expressed a similar view on the relationship between socio
logy and "existential phenomenology” in particular.
" .... sociology and phenomenology are by the
nature of their subject matter profoundly inter
wined, since both are ultimately concerned with
the rigorous description of the patterning of
intersubjective consciousness. The reciprocal
contribution of each to other may be broadly
stated thus: existential phenomenology can
provide sociology with a more adequate founda
tion than the latter has at present, and sociology
can provide phenomenology with empirical data on
the social nature, forms,,and transformations of
consciousness in social space and social time,
thereby grounding philosophical reflection ...."
(Tiryakian, 1973: 187).
Regarding the nature of the reality of the world,
Kant distinguished the phenomenal world as opposed to
noumenal world.

The phenomenal world is the world of

appearance, the world we know, whereas the noumenal world
is the real world, the world as-it-is-in-itself.
noumenal world is beyond human knowledge.

This

The crucial

philosophical question, then, is how the phenomenal world

is perceived and understood.

The answer is that the phe

nomenal world is perceived and understood through the
function of consciousness.
existential referent?

This always tabes place with an

For this reason, consciousness is

always consciousness of something.
As aforementioned, Husserl's usage of the concept of
consciousness was twofold;
existential.

the transcendental and the

After Husserl, many existential philosophers

devoted themselves to expanding the existential concept of
consciousness which seemed to be of less concern to Husserl.
In the remainder of this section, the conceptual inter
pretation of the prominent existential philosophers with
respect to the concept of consciousness will be discussed.
Rejecting any possible epistemological prejudgement
and a prior limitation, Heidegger insisted on a return to
the original data of m a n ’s experience in
Without a world, according to
exist.

the real world.

Heidegger, the ego does not

M a n ’s existence in the,world is intentional and

practical.

Schrag interprets

this point as follows.

"Man

intends his world not only in

perceiving and judging,

but

also in the use of tools or utensils in his daily practical
concerns, and in his encounters and responses to other
selves who share his world, which Heidegger calls personal
concern" (Schrag in Kockleman, 1967; 281).

Also m a n ’s

existence is understood essentially as historical.

"Man

as an historical being is always arriving out of the past,

anticipating the future, and deciding in the present”
(Schrag, 1967: 285).
Sartre is another existential philosopher who was
influenced by Husserl’s phenomenology, although he repudi
ated some aspects of the philosophy.

Sartre believed that

Husserl failed to face the problem of action due to "the
transcendental and subjective orientation of Husserl's
idealism" (Cumming, 1965: 27).
pressed by others.

Similar opinions were ex

For instance, Natanson claimed that

Husserl abandoned the real world by refusing to take into
account the concrete existence of man (Kockelman, 1967: 339).
In return, Sartre proposed his own solution to the problem
of action by suggesting "imaginative consciousness".
According to Sartre, the imaginative consciousness is needed
for constructive action.

Thus m a n ’s consciousness is not

only reflexive but also intentional.

This intentional move

ment of consciousness is embodied in an intentional action.
Concerning the nature of the relationship between
man and the world, Sartre views man as a conscious being who
continuously restructures his experience in the world.

As

a result, the structure of the world is articulated by man's
existence in the world.
This brief overview on the subject of consciousness,
from the viewpoint of existentialism, .was intended to provide
some philosophical background for the sociological discussion
to follow.

Heidegger’s concern with the original data of

man's experience and Sartre's emphasis on the dual aspects
of consciousness, i.e., the reflexive and the intentional,
certainly have some theoretical implications for this
study.
3.

Sociology of Consciousness
In any human science, including sociology, the

distinct separation between "subject" and "object", between
"being" and "reality" poses a serious limitation for the
development of social theory.

Historically, the dialectical

method was introduced to solve the problem of this limita
tion.

Simply put, man is a product of his world, and, at

the same time, the world is a product of man.

Then, how

is the ongoing relationship between the two possible?
Marxian Dialectic
Considering Hegel's prevailing influence on dialecti
cal philosophy in Western sociology, particulary on Marxism,
Hegel's view on the subject of consciousness is worth being
discussed.

O'Neill maintains that Hegel's concept of man

was basically anthropological.

Hegel’s anthropological

concept of man was well reflected in his view of conscious
ness vis-a-vis world.

According to Hegel, man with his

hand and speech embodies his consciousness in deed or
work.

In turn, the world is molded by the activity of

consciousness.

This process is what Hegel called "the

externalization of consciousness".

The very nature of

consciousness is to act to externalize itself in reality.
Thus without a world "consciousness would remain an empty
project and its freedom a pure negativity" (O'Neill, 1969s
x v ).
Marx's interpretation of the ongoing relationship
between individual and his world is very- much existential
and sociological as well.

Yet, the salient feature of

Marxian interpretation is

a

one-way determinism.

Marx

stated, for instance, that "consciousness is from the
start a product of society, and it remains such as long as
men exist at all" (Stockhammer, 1965: 49).

In the same

source, Marx is quoted saying that "It is not the conscious
ness of men that determines their being, but, on the
contrary, their social being that determines their conscious
ness".

And with reference to life, Marx expressed the

same opinion.

"It is not consciousness that determine

life, but life that determines consciousness".

Thus Marx

always regarded consciousness gs a consequent rather than
antecedent.
It is not difficult to locate the origin of Marx's
one-way interpretation on the relationship between indivi
dual and his social world.
tic determinism.

It is rooted in his materialis

The tenet of materialistic determinism

is that matter is prior to mind, and, therefore the observa
ble world is taken as real in its own right without dependence
for its existence on the mind of man.

Karl Mannheim:

Ideology and Utopia

After Marx, Mannheim could be considered as the
first sociologist who systematically discussed the subject
of consciousness.

According to Mannheim, the external

world does not exist in a fixed and definite form independently
of individuals.

Instead, the world exists only with refer

ence to the mental activity of the subject.

Man orders

his worldview through conscious mental activity.

He stated

that "The philosophy of consciousness has put in place of an
infinitely variegated and confused world an organization of
experience the unity of which is guaranteed by the unity of
perceiving subject"(Mannheim, 1936: 66).
In this mental process of ordering the world, there
are two different aspects of consciousness.
" ..... there is a synthesizing and integrating
process through which the concept of consciousness
comes to furnish a unifying center in an infinitely
variable world; and on the other, there is a
constant attempt to make more pliable and flexible
the unitary conception which has been too rigidly
and too schematically formulated in the course of
the synthesizing process" (Mannheim, 1936: 68).
The dual aspects of consciousness implies the dual
aspects of ideology:

ideology as a total conception of the

world and ideology as a particular conception of the world.
The former refers to the dominant idea of social class and
the latter refers the individual psychology.

The separa

tion of the two types is possible only at the analytical
level because the individual shares to some extent the

dominant ideas of his time.

The significant contribution

of Mannheim in the realm of consciousness is that he
recognized the mode of consciousness as the basis of
variable in both individual psychology and
ideology.

political

This is the underlying theoretical framework

Ideology and Utopia (1936).
Although Mannheim strongly suggested the existential
foundation and determination of ideology like his mentor
Marx, he did not remain loyal to his mentor's materialistic
determinism by accentuating the mode of thinking.

After

an extensive study of Western history, Mannheim concluded
that the utopian mode of thinking had been the major
historical force in transforming Western society.

There

has existed a tensive dialectic between utopian mode of
thinking and staus-quo oriented ideology.

If consciousness

furnishes a worldview by which ideology, in its broad
meaning, is articulated by a group of collectivity, the
explanation is not to be separated from the realm of
consciousness.

At one point, Mannheim described ideology

as "the outlook inevitably associated with a given historical
and social situation, and the weltenschaung and style of
thought bound up with it" (Mannheim, 1936; 125).
Social Reality and Consciousness
In The Social Construction of Reality (1966), Berger
and Luckman proclaimed that "Society is a human product.

Society is an objective reality.
(Berger and Luckman, 1966; 58).

Man is a social product"
Such a dialectical pers-

pective on man and society is a bit phenomenological by
emphasizing the importance of the dimension of conscious
ness.

In a latter work, The Homeless Mind (1973), Berger

and his associates expanded this dialectical view of reality.
Society is essentially viewed as a dialectic between
"objective giveness" and "subjective meanings".

The dia

lectic is constituted by the "reciprocal interaction of
what is experienced as outside reality (confronted by the
individual) and what is experienced as being within the
consciousness of the individual."

They go on to say that

"all social reality has an essential component of conscious
ness" (Berger et. al., 1973.' 12).

Here consciousness is

equated with the web of meaning in everyday life, which
they call "pretheoretical consciousness".

The pretheoreti-

cal consciousness is constitued by reality definitions
including both cognitive and ngrmative elements.
Although consciousness is the phenomenon of subjective
experience, it can be objectively described because its
socially significant elements are constantly being shared
with others.

Further, the structure of consciousness

should be linked to the context of a specific social situa
tion.

Notably at this point, their views manifest a strong

sociological bent.

They argue that:

" .... phenomenology must be replaced by the more
conventional tools of sociological analysis of
institutions.
Here we repeatedly use the concept
of carriers; that is, we analyze specific insti
tutional process as the social basis for specific
structures of consciousness. Put differently,
any kind of consciousness is plausible only in
particular social circumstances ....
Social
change invariably entails change in plausibility
structure" (Berger e t . a l ., 1973; 16).
Thus, Berger and his associates attribute different
meanings to the concept of consciousness from those of the
one-sided Marxists.

Namely, the transformation of reality

accompanies the transformation of consciousness.

This

implies that to the extent the transformation of reality
is dependent upon the structure of institutions (from
without), to that extent it depends upon the transformation
of consciousness structure (from within).
4.

Application of the Theory of Consciousness
The discussion to be followed is to assess the

utility of a sociological theory of consciousness.

A

number of social scientists and philosophers have attempted
to develop similar theories to the present one as an effort
to apply it to the task of reality transformation.

Thus,

several different versions of consciousness theories will
be presented and examined.
Conscious Image of the World
Boulding's concept of "the conscious image of the
world" is almost correspondent to that of weltenschaung or
<

consciousness.

For instance, in his book, The Image (1964),

Boulding defines the images of the world as -"what one
believes to be true, that is one's subjective knowledge
about fact and value" (Boulding, 1964; 5,6).
two kinds

There are

of images % images of fact and images of values.

The two images, according to the economist, are inextricablyentwined thereby comprising individual's cognitive property.
So not only do we have an image of the world as a given
objective fact, but also we are talking about it in terms
of what it should be.

That Boulding's view of the relation

ship between an individual and his world is very much dia
lectical when he states that "the image not only makes
society, society continually remakes the image" (Boulding,
1964; 64).

The dialectical process takes place through the

mechanism of feedback between individual and his world.
Nevertheless, he gives emphasis to positive image-building.
Consciousness and Social Change
The author of Greening of America (1970), Charles
A. Reich defined consciousness as "a total configuration
in any given individual, which makes up his whole percep
tion of reality, his whole worldview" (Reich, 1970; 13).
His understanding of individual and world is also dialectic
in nature.
"Included within the idea of consciousness is a
person's background, education, politics, insight,

values, emotions, and philosophy, but consciousness
is more than these or even the sum of them.
It is
that by which he creates his own life and thus
creates the society in which he lives. As a mass
phenomenon, consciousness is formed by the under
lying economic and social conditions" (Reich, 1970s
15) .
He also observed that "every stage of human civilization
is accompanied by, and also influenced by a consciousness".
Regarding the strategy of social change, Reich makes
a clear distinction between "cultural change" and "structural
change".

His theoretical position is that the cultural

change through the change of consciousness is more pertinent
than the structural change in the post-industrial society.
Because, only those tactics that "reach people at the level
of consciousness" are effective and valid.
for new reason and new consciousness.
is a higher logic and higher reason.

Thus, he appeals

"What is called for
The creation of a

new consciousness is the most urgent of America's real needs"
(Reich, 1970; 381, 382).
Real and Potential Consciousness
Paulo Freire, the Brazilian educator, insists that
"man’s ontological vocation" is to transform his world thus
"moving towards ever new possibilities of fuller and richer
life individually and collectively" (Freire, 1970; 12).
To Freire, life is a problem to be worked out and solved
rather than adjusting to it passively.

He especially

stresses the importance of subjectivity in the process of
reality transformation.

According to Freire, objectivity

without subjectivity is inconceivable.

Likewise, a world

without man is not conceivable as a man without world is
inconceivable.
interaction.

Thus man and world exist in a constant
The nature of this interaction is dialectical.

It is determined at large by the quality of man’s conscious
ness of the world.

For this reason, man has either real or

false consciousness about his objective reality.

Freire

painstakingly points out that sometimes m a n ’s consciousness
of the objective reality is distorted and misled by others.
Freire becomes a bit pedagogic by proposing the
technique (or programme) of "conscieontization" by which
man may come to have a real consciousness.

He proposed the

programme of conscieontization originally for the purpose
of creating real consciousness among the Latin American
peasants.

In brief, conscieontization refers to "learning

to perceive social, political, and economic conditions and
to take action against the oppressive elements of reality"
(Freire, 1970: 19).

Further, the same technique is intended

to create a "potential consciousness" which lies beyond the
level of "real consciousness".

Men perceive and even attempt

to test the untested feasibility only with the potential
consciousness.

Therefore, the potential consciousness always

supersedes the real consciousness.
Recently, Hamilton paraphrased the dual concept of
consciousness as follows; "real consciousness is the result
of the actual conditions under which a class consciousness

exists; potential consciousness expresses the possibilities
available to that class within its given social structure"
(Hamilton, 1974s 73).
5.

Theory of Consciousness and The Reality of The Future
Finally, in the theory of consciousness, we are not

only concerned about the present state of affairs--consciousness as a reflection of the existing social conditions-but also the future state of affairs --consciousness as an
intentionality in the reality of the future.

As we discussed

earlier, Sartre's "imaginative consciousness", Mannheim’s
"utopian worldview", Boulding's "conscious image of the
world", Freire' and Goldman's "potential consciousness",
all refer to the reality of the future.
Certainly, the Thomas Theorem is better enlightened
if we try to understand the theorem from the same perspective.
If men define situations as real, they are real in their
consequences.

Such a line of thinking implies an active

(not passive) view of man.

As Ball claims, "to take Thomas

seriously is to take social actors seriously" who are by and
large "self-determining actors".

In a similar vein, Berger

and Pullberg depict man as "a world-producing being in a
world-building enterprise".
However, one should not assume naively that there
is a perfect correlation between a preceding intentionality
and the realized future itself.

As Moore cautiously pointed

out, "the future will not be exactly as we intended it to
be, even if we now had consensus and concerted conduct in
the attempt to bring it about".

Yet he seems to make a

valid point when he maintains that "although we have been
schooled not to exaggerate human rationality, we have
perhaps failed to emphasize and assist the human potential
for sensible action" (Moore, 1966).
Bell and Mau took a seious step to "the reality of
the future" which they considered to be "a key variable in
a theory of social change".
"The chief point to be made here is that the future
is real in the sense that images of the future exist
in the present. Not only are such images real in
that they exist in the minds and in verbal and
pictorial representation of men, but they are also,
hypothetically, important factors in orienting
individual and collective behavior. Thus one of
our basic hypotheses is that expectations about
the future, whether short- or long-range, may enter
as a determining factor into most human behavior".
(Bell and Mau, 1972s 209).
They went on to say that "the relation of images of
the future to action that is designed to bring about a
particular future is the most significant fact in relation
to the theory of social change to be proposed".
In the remainder of this section, a brief survey of
C. Wright Mill's sociological imagination and Polak's image
of the future will be presented in connection with the
future intentionality of consciousness.

Sociological Imagination
More than anyone else in his time, C. Wright Mills
acutely sensed the various problems of modern mass society.
According to Mills, the core problem of modern society is
the steady historical trend that is "the transformation of
public into mass" (Mills, 1956s 301).

And the worse thing

that could happen in this regard is that "masses sometimes
become crowds......

Then the people in the crowd disperse

again, as atomized, and submissive masses" (Mills, 1956s 309).
Under this general social circumstance, the mass
society is increasingly characterized by the lack of active
participation in the process of reality transformation.
Consequently, this deprives individuals of what Mills called
"sociological imagination" thereby making them powerless
and indifferent members of society.

As a prophetic socio

logist, he lamented the continuous weakening of the socio
logical imagination in our time.

Mills was convinced that

in times of crisis such as ours, man can participate
actively only through the enhancement of the sociological
imagination.

Each man is responsible not only for his own

"biography" but also for the "world history".
Mill’s emphasis on the sociological imagination is
based on his observation of the fact that "the history that
now affects every man is world history" (Mills, 1959: 4).
Nevertheless, ordinary men are barely aware of the signi
ficance of the interplay between individual biography and

world history.

They are not capable of viewing their own

places within the total context of world history.

When

and if man can realizes the significances of the interplay
between the two, and, thus is- able to see his problem
within the total context of world history and world problem
within the context of his total personality, he can play
the role of an active agent for the transformation of the
world.

Essentially, the sociological imagination is the

capacity to shift people from the level of an individual
perspective to that of world history.

Mills argued that!

"The sociological imagination enables its possessor
to understand the larger historical scene in terms
of its meaning for the inner life and the external
career of a variety of individuals....... The
sociological imagination enables us to grasp
history and biography and the relation between
the two" (Mills, 1959: 5, 6).
The Images of The Future
The Dutch sociologist, Fred L. Polak, the author of
The Image of The Future (1961), resembles Mills by emphasiz
ing man's capacity to imagine and its effect in the process
of world transformation.

Polak believed that the transforma

tion of the world is the result of the image of the future.
Man has a capacity to transform the present in the realm of
the future through his imagination of the future,

Polak's

interpretation of history is based on his observation of the
interplay between images of the future and the future itself.
In response to the prevailing negativism and nihilism,

especially after two world wars, Polak proposed the creative
and positive image of the future as a remedy for modern man.
His main thesis is that a weakened and negative image of the
future is a primary contributor to the decay of any culture.
In contrast, a creative and positive future image has been
the prime source of growth and prosperity.

Thus, at any

given historical point in time, there exists a relationship
between the image of the future and the realized future
itself.

The actual future, therefore, is the product of

the preceding imagination about the potential future.
Future, as a-not-yet-existing entity, is open and free to
the influence and input of the conscious man.

The image

of the future has been man's propelling power adding new
dimensions to the existing reality.
Summary
At this point, the hithereto theoretical discussion
may be summarized.

The summary is intended to exhibit the

theoretical position taken in this study,
First, consciousness is a psychic phenomenon.

It

is the ego's awareness of things that includes one's
reflective perceivings, rememberings, and expectations.
It amounts to a worldview.
Secondly, consciousness is both reflexive and
intentional.

It reflects not only the existing social

conditions amidst which one accumulates life experiences

but also one's future intentionality.
Finally, man has a dialectic relationship with his
external world through the medium of consciousness.
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